
Glacier Bay: A Brief Bibliography 
and Literature Review

A Supplement to

 
The Kayaker’s Companion to Glacier Bay,

Volumes 1, 2, and 3

David Bahr

Glacier Bear Press
Nederland, Colorado

Copyright © 2020 David Bahr



2 The KayaKer's Companion To GlaCier Bay

The following books, articles, reports, 
compendiums, blurbs, and occasional blo-
viated blatherings explore Glacier Bay’s nat-

ural resources, history, science, governance, Tlingit 
culture, toponymy, etc. Some references are not spe-
cific to Glacier Bay but explore relevant wilderness 
themes, people, or scientific analyses applicable to 
the wider region and discussed in The Kayaker’s 
Companion to Glacier Bay. Except as noted, quotes 
scattered throughout that book correlate with the 
obvious authors and books below.

Warning
The details of 200-year-old narratives and of Muir’s 
historic visits to Glacier Bay get a bit jumbled in 
their original sources, differing from author to 
author. For most this will matter little, but the dis-
crepancies speak to John Muir, Samuel Hall Young, 
Scidmore, Hallock, and other primary sources as 
slightly unreliable and sometimes biased narrators, 
at least later in their lives when they edited remi-
niscences from distant 40-year-old memories and 
diaries. In some cases, widely quoted and broadly 
accepted sequences of events could be flat-out inac-
curate. In a few cases, people lied or plagiarized 
(e.g., Willoughby, Bruce, Hallock), falling victim 
to exaggerated visions of Alaskan grandiosity and 
general fanfaronade. In the late 1800’s, fame and 
fortune could be won with embroidered tales about 
that great final frontier of Alaska. Read and digest 
with care.

As an example of a notable discrepancy: by Muir’s 
own account in Travels in Alaska (1915), he first 
visited the Muir Glacier on his second visit to Gla-
cier Bay with the Tlingit guide Tyeen in 1880. He 
only eyed the glacier from a distance in 1879—an 
account repeated in his 1891 and 1893 dispatches; 

see Letters from Alaska (1993). But Samuel Hall 
Young claims in Alaska Days with John Muir (also 
published in 1915) that they landed together at 
Muir Point in the fall of 1879 with their much-
loved guide Toyatte on their first visit to Glacier 
Bay. And then Young reiterates this claim in his 
later autobiography, saying that he and Muir visited 
the glacier together twice. As separately recorded by 
all of Muir, Young, Captain Beardslee, and many 
others, the highly respected Toyatte died in a inter-
necine Tlingit raid in January of 1880 and could 
not have accompanied them on Muir’s second visit, 
so either Young’s story is incorrect on multiple 
counts (misremembering who was there and when 
and where), and/or Muir completely forgot his first 
visit to the glacier (highly unlikely).

Other discrepancies abound. For example, Eliza 
Scidmore—a highly respected journalist writing her 
observations close to the time of the events—claims 
in her 1896 book that Captain Carroll “took the 
mail steamer Idaho up the bay in July, 1883, found 
the glacier John Muir had described, and named 
both inlet and ice-stream for him.” She makes the 
claim again in an 1896 National Geographic Maga-
zine article. But Samuel Young insists, “On our way 
back [in 1880] from this mass of icy glaciers, far up 
the bay, we passed the greatest of all the glaciers, to 
which, at my suggestion, Captain Beardslee of the 
gunboat ‘Jamestown,’ gave Muir’s name.” Beard-
slee, never shy to take credit, makes no mention 
of this in his 1883 Affairs in Alaska in which he 
proudly claims responsibility for naming Glacier 
Bay, the Beardslee Islands, etc. Marcus Baker’s 
1902 Geographic Dictionary of Alaska states only 
that the name “Muir Glacier” originated sometime 
around 1880 but could find no evidence of anyone 
responsible, even though he was a close colleague 
of Scidmore at the National Geographic Society 
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(both were editors), and he knew Beardslee as well. 
Nevertheless, Scidmore convincingly writes,

It was my good fortune to be one of the Idaho’s 
passengers on that voyage, and a pleasure later 
to inform Mr. Muir at his Martinez ranch 
that the great glacier had been named for him. 
“Which one of the glaciers do they call mine?” 
was his amused question and only reply.

Surely, this counts as firsthand knowledge. So, who’s 
wrong?

Young, by many accounts, had a penchant for 
exaggeration and hyperbole (e.g., Limbaugh, 1996), 
and in the only surviving letter from Muir written 
to his good friend Young (May 31, 1910), he gently 
criticizes and corrects Young’s vivid, written recol-
lections of their famous 1879 cliff rescue, saying, 
“After you fell on that mountain you evidently lost 
track of your way.” But Young kept detailed diaries, 
we’re told in the introduction to his autobiography. 
Did missing journal minutiae muddle Young’s facts 
when recollecting them some 30 years later? Or did 
pain cloud his memories as Muir suggests? Alter-
natively, perhaps Muir suffered lapses—in three 
different mentions of this rescue, he claims Young 
dislocated two arms (An Adventure with a Dog and 
a Glacier, 1897), then one arm (Stickeen, 1909), 
then again two arms after reading Young’s account 
(1915, Travels in Alaska). The details are minor, but 
their accumulation illustrates the notorious unreli-
ability and unconscious malleability of eyewitness 
accounts.

Secondhand accounts can be even worse. Eliza 
Scidmore claims twice—in her 1896 guidebook and 
in an 1898 National Geographic article—that the 
bay’s first non-indigenous explorer Charles Wood 
crossed over the Takhinsha Mountains from the 
Muir Glacier to the Chilkhat River near Haines. 
Although this was his original intent, Wood himself 

denies success in his 1882 Century Magazine article. 
“Being unable to go further overland I returned…” 
and expands upon this failure by describing the 
terrain as “rugged, bleak, and impassible.” How 
could a journalist fail so utterly in her assertions? 
Or did she interview Wood directly and get a better 
account than his rather muddled writing which, 
though fascinating, contains a lot of contradictory 
directions and vague distances, some of which he 
updated in other interviews later in life. Maps of the 
region didn’t exist in 1877, and it’s difficult to piece 
together Wood’s travels from his own descriptions.

Compounding these tiny mysteries, Beardslee 
(e.g., in personal missives to Scidmore), Baker 
(e.g., 1902), and George Mercer Dawson (e.g., in 
Dall and others, 1898) attribute various mistaken 
facts, names, and dates to Scidmore’s newspaper 
articles and 1885 book. Scidmore had been caught 
flat-footed by inaccurate but widely purveyed infor-
mation about Muir (he wasn’t the first to discover 
Glacier Bay, as she claims repeatedly, including in 
her contribution to the 1890 census of Alaska), 
George Holt (who invented more trips across 
Chilkat Pass than he actually took), and Willoughby 
(who exaggerated just about everything he ever 
uttered). She then prevaricates and gently rebuts in 
1896 that “Admiral Beardslee very flatteringly refers 
to and quotes in proof certain published notes of 
my own—notes published in such condensed form 
for general and average tourist information that not 
all the details and facts relative to the discovery of 
and earliest visitors to the bay could be given.” In 
other words, Scidmore didn’t own her mistakes; 
for example, she cannot reasonably claim that her 
writing in the Eleventh Census of the United States 
was “average tourist information.” Perhaps thinking 
better of it, she updated her accounts of Glacier Bay 
in a book published later that year.
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Glacier Bay history suffers more minor abrasions 
when the widely quoted geographer Donald Orth 
(1967) attributes or perhaps mis-attributes various 
facts and names in the bay to John Muir’s visit in 
1879 (e.g., the benedictions of Geikie and Hugh 
Miller). But Marcus Baker—Orth’s toponymic 
muse—claims that Reid and a combo team of 
Reid-and-Muir named these features in 1892. Muir 
himself claims he personally named these features 
but at a later date, and in agreement, Scidmore 
says “Mr. Muir did not bestow any names in the 
course of his first ice explorations [1879, 1880] in 
Alaska.” Nevertheless, Young references names that 
he and Muir specifically assigned in 1879 as they 
paddled along the shores—for example Pleasant 
Island which Marcus Baker instead credits to nat-
uralist and mollusk specialist William Healey Dall 
in 1879. Unfortunately, Dall—a friend of both 
Baker and Muir’s—doesn’t seem to have visited 
Alaska that year. Good grief. Except for Orth, all 
these people knew each other either personally or 
as colleagues, so why can’t they get their stories 
straight? No doubt everyone told the truth as they 
saw it (me included, so I’d better beg forgiveness 
in advance—sorry).

Muir retold many of his stories again and again 
in newspapers, brochures, public presentations, 
books, and letters, each time edited, adjusted, 
changed, and massaged for clarity or purpose and 
sometimes to the detriment of his original and 
inspiring prose. As interesting as Travels in Alaska 
might be, Muir’s earlier letters and journal entries 
sometimes have a more immediate presence and 
power. With too much polish by both him and his 
overeager editors, we miss Muir’s original excite-
ment, and as many have noted, his “glacier gospel” 
suffers accordingly. Limbaugh (1996) discusses this 
extensively in the context of Muir’s book Stickeen, 

and there’s clear evidence that Muir added new 
“facts,” interpretations, and philosophical musings 
decades after the real events. In subtle ways, an 
author’s presentation of first-hand events evolves 
with time. Stories change.

To students of Tlingit oral histories, these 
changes and inconsistencies—of which there are 
many more—will sound familiar. Tlingit narratives 
reflect as much about the speaker and current events 
as it does the original story and context. Legends, 
tales, and chronicles adapt to the times and to the 
interpreter. For example, the well-known narrations 
of Kaasteen’s story differ significantly from source 
to source, and there’s occasional confusion between 
grandchild and grandmother, an error—or perhaps 
just difference—that has propagated throughout 
subsequent literature. For an excellent overview of 
the imperfect transference of local Tlingit knowl-
edge to written history, see Julie Cruikshank’s Do 
Glaciers Listen (2005). Cruikshank’s lessons apply 
more broadly to Muir, Scidmore, and everyone else. 
Narrations change with time, sometimes intention-
ally and sometimes not.

At least the modern field guides and maps remain 
unassailable and perfect, right? Oh no, so wrong. 
You’ll find both major and minor differences in 
names, depths, locations, species, descriptions, and 
edibility. Even existence is uncertain. A lake is here; 
um, no, it’s not. This flower lives here; um, no, it 
doesn’t.

Finally, as a last but necessary warning, I acknowl-
edge the incompleteness of this bibliography. It’s 
more of an appetizer than a main course. For those 
reading my guidebook and looking for a little more 
information, this will suffice, but I won’t even pre-
tend that this abbreviated listing contains enough 
information to satisfy my local librarian, let alone 
my own academic inclinations.
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Field guides and maps

Alaska Geographic. 2015. Glacier Bay National Park 
& Preserve, A Folding Pocket Guide to Familiar 
Plants and Animals.

 � Waterford Press Inc., Dundein.
 � A concise and waterproof pamphlet appro-

priate for the deck of a kayak. Covers highlights 
of marine and land mammals, fish, waterfowl and 
other birds, tide pool notables, ferns, fungi, wild-
flowers, and trees. Hardly thorough, but a great 
primer for folks who don’t need a full-throated 
guide to every species.

Armstrong, R. 2015. Guide to the Birds of Alaska, 
6th Edition.

 � Alaska Northwest Books, Portland, 368 pp.
 � A comprehensive guide with excellent pho-

tographs that illustrate key features for identifi-
cation. Multiple photographs for male, female, 
in air, breeding, and seasonal plumage help 
immensely, but do not cover every permutation. 
Each entry has a phenomenally handy table indi-
cating seasonal abundance in each of six major 
regions of Alaska. This book won space in my 
kayak because of its Alaska-specific focus—no 
thumbing through hundreds of birds that only 
live in southwest Florida and Texas. For those 
preferring an illustrated guide covering a greater 
variety of plumage variations, see Sibley Birds West 
by Sibley.

Bahr, D. 2020. The Kayaker’s Companion to Glacier 
Bay: Annotated Chart.

 � Glacier Bear Press, Nederland.
 � Intended as a companion to The Kayaker’s 

Companion to Glacier Bay, this is an annotated 
1:100,000 nautical chart for Glacier Bay. It is 

based on NOAA’s Glacier Bay, Chart Number 
17318, 8th Revision 2015 but includes a vast 
number of corrections, additions, and changes. 
Science and history tidbits are included as well as 
reliable water sources, campsites, drop-offs,  cor-
rected glacier positions (aka retreats), etc.

Duggins, D. and J. Quinn. 1979. The Intertidal Life 
of Bartlett Cove.

 � U.S. Department of the Interior, Wash-
ington, D.C., 38 pp.

 � Though difficult to find, this is a fantastic 
pamphlet-style summary of the intertidal. On 
occasion, this text has been available as a pdf at 
the Glacier Bay National Park website. (I’m told 
the Park Service is culling pdfs.) Try 

https://www.nps.gov/glba/learn/nature/
upload/The%20Intertidal%20Life%20
of%20Bartlett%20Cove.pdf

Garza, D. 2012. Common Edible Seaweeds in the 
Gulf of Alaska, Second Edition.

 � Alaska Sea Grant College Program, 57 pp.
 � A very short, lightweight, pamphlet-style 

guide, well suited for a space- or weight-con-
scious kayaking trip. The black and white illus-
trations are just enough to recognize each species, 
but I’d include a second guide for positive iden-
tification.

Harbo, R. M. 2011. Whelks to Whales: Coastal 
Marine Life of the Pacific Northwest, Revised 
Second Edition.

 � Harbour Publishing, Madiera Park, 328 pp.
 � An excellent source for anything in or under 

the water. Kayakers spend more time above, 
but this will help identify tide pool critters and 
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frequent intertidal visitors including sea stars, 
snails, clams, fish, anemones, etc.

Lindeberg, M. and S. Lindstrom. 2010. Field Guide 
to Seaweeds of Alaska.

 � Alaska Sea Grant College Program, Fair-
banks, 188 pp.

 � An excellent resource with superb color pho-
tographs covering all the seaweeds in Glacier Bay 
and beyond. A personal favorite. The descriptions 
do not note edible varieties; but with the color 
photos making identification easier, this is a nice 
complement to Garza’s guide above.

NOAA. 2015. Glacier Bay, Chart Number 17318, 8th 
Revision 2015.

 � National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, Washington.

 � The quintessential 1:80,000 NOAA nautical 
chart giving fathoms at all locations throughout 
the bay. Flip chart versions are also available, but 
this map is easier to fold into a map case without 
constantly needing to flip between different 
pages. The Visitor Information Station typically 
has waterproof versions for sale but check ahead. 
Or buy my chart. See above.

Pojar, J., and A. MacKinnon. 2014. Plants of the 
Pacific Northwest Coast, Revised.

 � Lone Pine Publishing, Auburn, 528 pp.
 � The gold standard for identifying flowers, 

trees, shrubs, and grasses in Glacier Bay. Thick, 
heavy and worth every ounce in a kayak. I never 
leave home without it.

Schofield, J. J. 1993. Alaska’s Wild Plants, A Guide 
to Alaska’s Edible Harvest.

 � Alaska Northwest Books, Portland, 96 pp.

 � A short beginner’s guide to edible plants and 
seaweeds with detailed harvesting tips, medicinal 
uses, and cautions as warranted. Some species do 
not live in the bay, but there’s plenty to sample, 
and the book is light enough to throw in the 
kayak as an afterthought. Take another plant 
guide for positive identification.

Sibley, D. 2016. Sibley Birds West.
 � Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 477 pp.
 � A beautifully illustrated guide that covers 

far more than Alaska but describes every bird 
found in the park. It’s annoying to sift through 
the hundreds of birds not in Alaska, and the small 
illustrations don’t help, but in all other respects, 
the Sibley guide is the choice for discerning 
birders. Sibley does an excellent job of covering 
plumage variations, a key tool for gulls. For a 
photographic guide with larger images specific 
to Alaska, see Armstrong’s Guide to the Birds of 
Alaska, 6th Edition.

Trails Illustrated. 2019. Glacier Bay National Park 
and Preserve.

 � Trails Illustrated Topographic Map No. 255, 
National Geographic Maps.

 � A compact waterproof topographic map at 
1:240,000 on one side and 1:100,000 map on the 
other side. This map is more than enough for 
most visitors to the park, but its bathymetry is 
not as detailed as the NOAA chart or my own chart 
(see above) which I quite naturally recommend 
instead. On the other hand, the Trails Illustrated 
map labels mountains and glaciers not identified 
on either my chart or the NOAA nautical chart. 
Their occasional year-to-year updates are generally 
meager, so an older copy is probably fine. Usually 
available at the Visitor Information Station.
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everything else

Abbey, E. 1968. Desert Solitaire: A Season in the 
Desert.

 � Ballantine Books, New York, 303 pp.
 � An impassioned defense of wild places 

and a lament for the “loss” of National Parks, 
destroyed or at least diminished by tourism, 
roads, development, and motorized recreation. 
Like many wilderness narratives, contradictions 
weave throughout the text—I love this place, so 
everyone should leave it alone; but to save it, 
everyone must appreciate its unique beauty like 
me. Substitute cruise ships for cars and blue ice 
for red rock, and Abbey could have been writing 
about Glacier Bay.

Adams, D. and M. Carwardine. 1990. Last Chance 
to See.

 � Ballantine Books, New York, 222 pp.
 � A humorous but heartfelt exploration of 

man and nature. Can we save endangered animals 
and wild places without loving them to death 
with tourism? The same question can and should 
be asked about Glacier Bay, especially in the con-
text of cruise ships and tour vessels. Written by 
the same Douglas Adams that penned The Hitch-
hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.

Alaskan Boundary Tribunal. 1904. British Atlas: 
Maps and Charts Accompanying the Case of Great 
Britain.

 � U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington, 37 pp.

 � A fascinating assortment of Southeast Alaska 
maps spanning from Vancouver’s 1794 original 
to an 1895 map (pg. 37) amended in 1903 with 
bright red and black lines showing the various 

proposed separations between British Colombia 
and Alaska. Two of those bright red alternatives 
pass through Glacier Bay, chopping it in half.

Alaskan Boundary Tribunal. 1904b. Appendix to the 
case of the United States.

 � U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington, 550 pp.

 � This includes a surprising number of rele-
vant details about Glacier Bay and its various per-
sonalities. It details the summer 1868 voyage of 
the Wayanda into Glacier Bay, the first non-indig-
enous visitors in the known written record. (The 
Russians probably visited the bay even earlier, but 
no records were kept.) The Lincoln’s 1869 visit 
gets a brief mention. The text includes a deposi-
tion by Samuel Hall Young, and there’s a letter 
from Treasury Agent William Morris detailing 
his trip with Beardslee into Glacier Bay aboard 
the Favorite in 1880 and his help diffusing the 
imminent war between the Huna and Tsimshian 
over sea otter hunting rights.

American Museum of Natural History, New York. 
1869-1890. Snares for Ground Squirrels.

 � Catalog No: 19/560 through 19/568. 
Donated by George T. Emmons.

 � Beautifully carved bone stakes with loop 
snares that would strangle a struggling squirrel. 
Items 19/564 and 19/568 still have the snares 
attached to the stakes. Collected from the Chilkat 
in Haines and the Auk tribe somewhere north of 
Juneau. The uncertain dates indicate the uncer-
tain acquisition year as reported by the museum 
and reflect approximate period over which 
Emmons collected materials from the Tlingit.

Andrews, C. L. 1903. Muir Glacier.
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 � National Geographic Magazine, vol. 14, pp. 
441-444.

 � A custom clerk Clarence Leroy Andrews and 
his friend Mr. Case push their way back through 
the icebergs to observe the Muir Glacier’s massive 
retreat following the 1899 earthquake. No others 
navigated within sight of the glacier between 
1899 and 1903.

Andrews, C. L. 1916. Marine Disasters of the Alaska 
Route.

 � The Washington Historical Quarterly, vol. 7, 
pp. 21-37.

 � A description of various Inside Passage 
wrecks and notable groundings (too numerous to 
list fully, he says), including the Wayanda and SS 
Ancon who both suffered troubles in Glacier Bay.

Arimitsu, M. L., J. F. Piatt, and M. D. Romano. 
2007. Distribution of ground-nesting marine 
birds along shorelines in Glacier Bay, southeastern 
Alaska: An assessment related to potential distur-
bance by back-country users.

 � U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investiga-
tions Report 2007–5278, 48 pp.

 � To protect ground nesting birds, federal law 
closes many Glacier Bay islands every summer. 
This thorough scientific survey established the 
need to close others such as Sealers Island and 
the islet at Tlingit Point. If you want to know 
where in the bay to find specific ground-nesting 
birds, start here.

Badlam, A. 1890. The Wonders of Alaska.
 � The Bancroft Company, San Francisco, 152 

pp.
 � One of many travelogues/guidebooks that 

followed from a Glacier Bay vacation with the 

Pacific Coast Steamship Company’s Inside Pas-
sage tour, in this case aboard the SS Ancon. Unlike 
many other such efforts, Alexander Badlam dug a 
little deeper, interviewing John Muir for example. 
Also notable is his acknowledgment that Muir 
“was the first recorded white man [emphasis 
mine] who ever gazed on the glacier that bears 
his name.” Most other travelogue authors of that 
period ignored the Huna Tlingit of Glacier Bay. 
(Of course, Badlam was wrong and other non-in-
digenous explorers arrived before Muir, but that 
was not widely known in 1890.) Of special note is 
the entire chapter dedicated to the Muir Glacier’s 
“Phantom Cities and Mirages.”

Bahr, D. B. 1995. Simulating iceberg calving with a 
percolation model.

 � Journal of Geophysical Research, vol. 100(B4), 
pp. 6225-6232.

 � One of several techniques used to model 
iceberg calving events with computers.

Bahr, D. B. 2009. On fundamental limits to glacier 
flow models: computational theory and implica-
tions.

 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 55, pp. 229-238.
 � Glaciers are computers. Really. They’re pain-

fully slow and impractical computers without 
keyboards or displays, but from a scientific point 
of view, computers none the less.

Bahr, D. B. and S. D. Peckham. 1996. Observations 
and analysis of self-similar branching topology in 
glacier networks.

 � Journal of Geophysical Research, vol. 101(B11), 
pp. 22,511–22,521.

 � Large multi-branched glaciers such as the 
Johns Hopkins have complex self-similar shapes, 
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commonly known as fractals. These fractal shapes 
control other glacier processes including their 
flow and computational capabilities (Bahr, 2009, 
above).

Bahr, D. B. and W. T. Pfeffer. 2016. Crossover scaling 
phenomena for glaciers and ice caps.

 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 62, pp. 299-309.
 � Glaciologists make distinctions between gla-

ciers, ice fields, ice caps, ice streams, ice sheets, 
etc. Before it’s massive retreat, the Muir Glacier 
was technically an ice field because it subsumed 
much but not all the surrounding topography, 
much like today’s Brady Ice Field within the park. 
Today the Muir is a small glacier, burying no 
mountains and living only in valleys. The tran-
sition between the two was abrupt and changed 
the way the Muir contributed to sea level rise. 
Though not specific to the Muir Glacier, this 
paper explored the physics of such sudden tran-
sitions.

Bahr, D. B., W. T. Pfeffer, and R. C. Browning. 
2009. The surprising motion of ski moguls.

 � Physics Today, vol. 62, pp. 68-69.
 � Just for fun, the authors use Otto Klotz’s 

basic repeat photogrammetry method to demon-
strate that ski moguls move uphill, and then cal-
culate how many beers—aka calories—a skier 
must consume to make this happen. More impor-
tantly, this is a classic example of kinematic waves 
as discussed with surging glaciers in the Rendu 
Inlet chapter.

Baker, M. 1902. Geographic Dictionary of Alaska.
 � Bulletin of the U.S. Geological Survey, No. 

187, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
446 pp.

 � Tired of inconsistent geographic names used 
by his various executive departments, President 
Benjamin Harrison in 1890 ordered the creation 
of a Board of Geographic Names with Thomas 
Mendenhall at the helm (yup, that’s the Men-
denhall Glacier that sits outside of Juneau, vis-
ible from the airport) and various other famous 
members that included well-known surveyor 
Henry Gannett and the renown Alaskan explorer 
Marcus Baker. Alaska got top priority for Harri-
son’s name-sorting exercise. Ten years later and 
just a year before his death, Baker published this 
archetypal dictionary, later copied and updated 
by many including Donald Orth (1967, below). 
Baker carefully culled names from existing maps, 
many of them drawn by Glacier Bay luminaries 
(e.g., Gannett, Gilbert, Muir, Reid, Vancouver, 
etc.).

 � Marcus Baker was a founding member of 
the National Geographic Society who interacted 
often with Scidmore, Merriam, Gilbert, Dall, 
Beardslee, and other Glacier Bay celebrities.

Ballou, M. M. 1896. The New Eldorado: A Summer 
Journey to Alaska.

 � The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 355 pp.
 � Yet another satisfied customer of Captain 

Carroll and the Pacific Coast Steamship Com-
pany, traveling the Inside Passage from Seattle 
to Glacier bay, in this case aboard the SS Corona.

 � For today’s reader, these seemingly 
uncountable turn-of-the-century Southeast 
Alaska tour books become depressingly redun-
dant. Glaciers are castles with ramparts. Icebergs 
must sparkle with myriad hues. Calving noises 
are gunshots, cannonades, or artillery (echoing 
the Civil War as noted by Campbell, 2007). The 
heavily choreographed steamship excursion was 
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an identical twin to every other excursion that 
came before, right down to hefting a pretty ice-
berg aboard ship at the mouth of Glacier Bay 
for refrigeration of foods—passengers ooh and 
ahh on cue—to the requisite oh-so-tiring hike 
along the margin of the Muir Glacier, to the 
nearly nauseatingly racist descriptions of the 
Tlingit (if they mention them at all) despite the 
writers’ best intentions. Drama builds as the 
steamship scrapes against the icebergs leaving 
flecks of paint behind, but then the competent 
captain saves all.

The authors Ida Morris, Septima Collis, Kate 
Field, Ella Higginson, Abbey Woodman, Charles 
Hallock, Ernest Ingersoll, Alexander Badlam, 
Stephen Merritt, Edwards Roberts, Maturin 
Ballou, and so many more might as well have 
collaborated and saved the readers the trouble of 
deciding which clone to purchase. These recy-
cled accounts are the cynical Edward Abbey’s 
nightmares, the antithesis of crawling “on hands 
and knees” through the wilderness to experience 
something unique. Sadly, for those seeking kay-
aking solitude, these repetitive tours and dop-
pelganger descriptions morphed into today’s 
industrial tourism. In both instances, Alaskan 
adventure is reduced to its least common denom-
inator.

Bass, P. 2007. Nunataks and Island Biogeography in 
the Alaska-Canada Boundary Range: An Investi-
gation of the Flora and its Implications for Climate 
Change.

 � PhD Thesis, University of Georgia.
 � Surrounded by ice, nunataks act as plant and 

animal refuges. This might take on a new rele-
vance as mountaintops become climate change 
refuges for many animals.

Bassis, J. N. 2011. The statistical physics of iceberg 
calving and the emergence of universal calving laws.

 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 57, pp. 3-16.
 � Mathematically derives calving relation-

ships that include the well-known “calving 
rate depends on water depth” rule discussed 
throughout The Kayaker’s Companion to Glacier 
Bay. Brown, Meier, and Post (1982, below) first 
proposed that rule based on observations made 
in large part within Glacier Bay.

Beardslee, L. 1879. Alaska in Summer.
 � Forest and Stream, vol. 13, pg. 553.
 � Writing under the pseudonym Piseco, Cap-

tain Beardslee describes life in Sitka and aboard 
the USS Jamestown. Charles Hallock published 
the magazine in which this appears, and clearly 
from Beardslee’s writings, he is a friend or at least 
acquaintance of Hallock. Hallock later traveled 
to Alaska and wrote his own 1866 book that pla-
giarized some of Beardslee’s text.

Beardslee, L. 1879. The Game and Fish of Alaska.
 � Forest and Stream, vol. 13, pp. 723-724.
 � Writing under the pseudonym Piseco, Cap-

tain Beardslee describes life and fishing in Sitka. 
His tone is far more casual than his stiff and offi-
cial government Reports of Captain L.A. Beardslee 
in 1882.

Beardslee, L. 1879. Rifle, Fish Hook, and Smelting 
Pan.

 � Forest and Stream, vol. 13, pg. 991.
 � Writing under the pseudonym Piseco, Cap-

tain Beardslee describes his dependence on the 
Tlingit for food and notes that with the assis-
tance of miners, he will “keep down the rough 
element.”
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Beardslee, L. 1880. Sunless in Alaska.
 � Forest and Stream, vol. 13, pp. 1031-1032.
 � Writing under the pseudonym Piseco, Cap-

tain Beardslee bemoans the lack of game and long 
winter nights with cruddy weather. The editor 
revealed Piseco as Beardslee on pg. 1031, but it 
must have been an open secret, because Henry 
Elliott from the Smithsonian Institute refers to 
Piseco as “the Captain” on pg. 911, a month ear-
lier. Even earlier in 1879, William H. Dall and 
Marcus Baker revealed the true author in their 
Coast Pilot of Alaska, Appendix 1, Meteorology 
(though the slooooow U.S. Government Printing 
Office didn’t send out copies until 1883, the offi-
cial publication date).

Beardslee, L. A. 1882. Reports of Captain L.A. Beard-
slee, U.S. Navy, Relative to Affairs in Alaska and 
the Operations of the USS Jamestown.

 � Government Printing Office, Washington, 
198 pp.

 � This won’t be an easy read for everyone. 
The poor relations between the Tlingit, set-
tlers, and the U.S. Navy are on full display, 
frequently tinged with prejudice and racism. 
Writes Beardslee, “It is very poor policy to 
quarrel with or tantalize Indians. They should 
either be whipped, or treated with perfect 
friendship, according to circumstances.” Still, 
Beardslee’s official reports contain very reliable 
and superb tidbits of history, including his 1880 
negotiations with Kloh Kutz, his interactions 
with Dick Willoughby while exploring Glacier 
Bay, his protections of the Huna Tlingit from 
raiding parties, references to substantial time 
spent in the company of John Muir, and copies 
of an 1880 letter describing Samuel Hall Young’s 
efforts to quell a conflict that killed Toyatte 

(Muir and Young’s friend and guide to Glacier 
Bay in 1879). You cannot read these prosaic 
accounts without reevaluating the incompatibly 
romantic descriptions of Alaska by Muir, Young, 
Scidmore, Hallock, and others.

Benn, D. I., A. C. Fowler, I. Hewitt, and H. 
Sevestre. 2019. A general theory of glacier surges.

 � Journal of Glaciology, pp. 1–16. https://doi.
org/10.1017/jog.2019.62

 � The scientific literature on surging is vast, 
but this excellent work reflects a recent and prom-
ising approach.

Blodgett, R. B., V. L. Santucci, and L. Sharman. 
2012. An Inventory of Paleontological Resources 
from Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, 
Alaska.

 � In Rethinking Protected Areas in a Changing 
World: proceedings of the 2011 George Wright 
Society Biennial Conference on Parks, Protected 
Areas and Cultural Sites, S. Weber ed.

 � The fossils of Glacier Bay.

Blodgett, R. B., A. J. Boucat, V. V. Baranov, and D. 
M. Rohr. 2013. Sapelnikoviella santuccii, a new 
gypidulinid brachiopod genus and species from the 
upper Silurian of Glacier Bay National Park & 
Preserve, Southeast Alaska.

 � Memoirs of the Association of Australasian 
Palaeontologists, vol. 44, pp. 65-72.

 � A description of a fossil found on Drake 
Island and nowhere else in the world. The name 
“santuccii” is in honor of the National Park Ser-
vice paleontologist Vincent Santucci, the second 
author of the Blodgett et al (2012) paper above. 
These fossils are easily found at the “Sapelnikov-
iella campsite.”
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Bohn, D. 1967. Glacier Bay, the Land and the 
Silence.

 � Alaska National Parks and Monuments 
Association, San Bruno, 160 pp.

 � A carefully researched, detailed, and 
well-constructed history of the monument 
before it became a park. Bohn includes brief 
entries from his 1962-1966 diaries as he climbed 
peaks, camped, and motored about the bay in an 
unceasing rain. Bohn fills this labor of love with 
hidden gems, invaluable first-hand accounts, and 
irreplaceable interviews, including an engrossing 
account of the Joe and Muz Ibach. He gives a 
brief account of Kaasteen’s story as well. Difficult 
to find and out of print, but a superb resource. 
Highly recommended.

Boehm, W. D. 2013. Glacier Bay: Old Ice, New 
Land.

 � William Dryden Boehm, Malaysia, 176 pp.
 � Some very nice photography and natural 

science of the bay with an emphasis on plant suc-
cession and forest ecology. An earlier 1975 version 
(Glacier Bay, Alaska Northwest Publishing Com-
pany, Anchorage. 134 pp.) contains an account 
of Kaasteen’s story.

Brew, D. A., K. Tellier, M. A. Lanphere, D. C. 
Nielsen, J. G. Smith, and R. A. Sonnevil. 2014. 
Geochronology of plutonic rocks and their tectonic 
terranes in Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, 
southeast Alaska.

 � In Studies by the U.S. Geological Survey in 
Alaska, 2008–2009: U.S. Geological Survey Pro-
fessional Paper 1776–E, edited by J. A. Dumoulin 
and J. P Galloway, 18 p.

 � A detailed look at the igneous rocks that 
compose many of the cliffs in Glacier Bay.

Broke, H. G. 1891. With Sack and Stock in Alaska.
 � Longman’s Green, and Co., London, 158 pp.
 � A British adventurer’s failed attempt to 

climb Mount St Elias. His description of blue 
bears quotes Hallock who in turn plagiarized C. 
E. S. Wood’s account of a blue bear sighted in 
Glacier Bay.

Brown, C. S., M. F. Meier, and A. Post. 1982. 
Calving speed of Alaska tidewater glaciers, with 
applications to Columbia Glacier.

 � U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 
1258-C, Reston, 13 pp.

 � The famous (among glaciologists) paper that 
defined the rate of tidewater calving as a func-
tion of water depth. The Margerie, Grand Pacific, 
Johns Hopkins, Riggs, Reid, Lamplugh, and Muir 
Glaciers all played a central part in this analysis 
as does the bathymetry of the bay. The value of 
1970’s and 1980’s Glacier Bay research to the sci-
ence of glaciology would be difficult to overstate, 
as evidenced by this seminal paper alone.

Brown, C. S. and W. O. Field. 2004. With a 
Camera in My Hands: William O. Field, Pio-
neering Glaciologist.

 � University of Alaska Press, Fairbanks, 208 
pp.

 � A biography of the glaciologist who ded-
icated much of his life to Glacier Bay. Field’s 
extended efforts at repeat photogrammetry 
helped document the bay’s rapid changes as gla-
ciers receded. The appendices include excellent 
maps drawn by Field and by many historical 
figures.

Brown, C. S. 2007. The Legacy of WM. O. Field in 
Glacier Bay.
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 � In J. F. Piatt and S. M. Gende, eds., Proceed-
ings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Symposium, 
October 26–28, 2004: U.S. Geological Survey 
Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5047, pp. 
241-244.

 � A brief history of William O. Field’s role in 
Glacier Bay. Suzanne Brown has also written a 
more general and much longer biography for those 
who are interested. See Brown and Field (2004).

Bruce, M. 1895. Alaska; It’s History and Resources, 
Gold Fields, Routes and Scenery.

 � G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 372 pp.
 � Alaska described through the eyes of a man 

who saw resources, riches, and trade. In Bruce’s 
view, U.S. colonialism unmasked Alaska “from a 
mantle of gloom and desolation,” turning the vast 
territory into a land of business opportunity, albeit 
in a picturesque setting. Coverage of Glacier Bay 
is brief but places the park into a broader 1800’s 
context. Among other gems, note his amusingly 
biased diatribe against the British and Canadians 
for encroaching on U.S. territory during the great 
Southeast Alaska boundary dispute.

 � Although Bruce was a reporter, he lies 
through his teeth about “Prof.” Willoughby, the 
trading post owner in Bartlett Cove. Dick Wil-
loughby was most emphatically not a companion 
of Muir’s at the discovery of Glacier Bay, he was 
not in the vanguard of the California gold rush, 
and his “Silent City” was a hoax that Bruce knew 
was ridiculous (see the Tlingit Point and Sebree 
Island chapter in Vol. 2 for more). Given these 
intentional deceits, view the remainder of Bruce’s 
text as factually suspect.

Bryant, H. G. 1906. Letter from Henry G. Bryant 
to John Muir.

 � John Muir Correspondence Collection, Ban-
croft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

 � A letter from the American Alpine Club 
written by its secretary. The letterhead shows 
that Muir, Harry Fielding Reid, and Israel 
Cook Russell were members of the AAC’s board 
together.

Buma, B., S. M. Bisbing, G. Wiles, and A. L. 
Bidlack. 2019. 100 years of primary succession 
highlights stochasticity and competition driving 
community establishment and stability.

 � Ecology, https://doi.org/10.1002/ecy.2885.
 � Upending decades of plant succession par-

adigm, the authors find that Williams Cooper’s 
original Glacier Bay study sites (established 1916) 
show little change after 100 years. After an ini-
tial period of random colonization followed by 
competition for space and resources, the resulting 
plant communities stabilize.

Cade, D. E., A. S. Friedlaender, J. Calambokidis, 
and J. A. Goldbogen. 2016. Kinematic diversity 
in rorqual whale feeding mechanism.

 � Current Biology, vol. 26, 2617-2624.
 � An analysis of lunge feeding that used 

“whale cams” to observe humpback and blue 
whale behaviors. An amazing video accompa-
nies the text showing a humpback scattering 
California sea lions and cormorants as he 
lunges after a school of anchovy. Starting at a 
depth of 90 feet, he abruptly climbs to 60 feet, 
approaching the school from underneath. His 
giant mouth opens during a slight barrel roll, 
and as he closes it again, the remaining fish 
scatter into Monterey Bay. One lone anchovy 
skitters along his back, caught in the hump-
back’s slipstream. See http://www.cell.com/cms/
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attachment/2067973046/2067204505/mmc3.
mp4 for the movie.

Campbell, R. 2007. In Darkest Alaska: Travel and 
Empire Along the Inside Passage.

 � University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadel-
phia, 360 pp.

 � An account of 1890’s upper-class tourism 
in Southeast Alaska and how the Inside Passage’s 
visitors and 19th-century, hyperbolically romantic 
authors cemented the “Last Frontier” within the 
American psyche. Spoiler alert: conquest and 
colonialism followed. After reading, you might 
feel the urgent need to cancel your vacation and 
exterminate all guidebook and travelogue authors 
who unwittingly subjugate local economies and 
culture via the industrial-scale tourism they 
implicitly support. Campbell posits that the 1890’s 
tourist and travelogue writer played at geology 
and natural history with no real understanding, 
promoted romantic notions of a nonexistent 
northern lands, justified their travels with books, 
and were sometimes in it for the cash. By logical 
extension, guidebooks are not labors of love but of 
invasion and occupation. And tourists are salving 
their anomie with canned facsimiles of adventure.

 � Oddly, given my background as a geologist/
glaciologist/guidebook writer, I like and highly 
recommend this book, but it gets a bit thick and 
depressing.

Carlson, M. L., K. Boggs, R. Lipkin, and J. A. 
Michaelson. 2004. Glacier Bay National Park 
and Preserve Vascular Plant Inventory Final Tech-
nical Report.

 � National Park Service Report, 64 pp.
 � This inventory attempted to catalog greater 

than 90% of the vascular species within the park. 

They include a list of rare species that are of “con-
servation concern.” The grass-like sedge Eleocharis 
kamtschatica or spike-rush is a notable example in 
Hugh Miller Inlet. Look up the similar creeping 
spike-rush in Pojar and Mackinnon (2014) if 
you plan to march through any halophytic zones 
within the inlet. Cypripedium montanum (moun-
tain lady slipper orchid) is another globally rare 
and beautiful plant, relatively easy to find along 
the park’s limestone covered shores.

Carstensen, R. and C. C. Connor. 2013. Reading 
Southeast Alaska’s Landscape: How Bedrock Foun-
dations, Glaciers, Rivers & Sea Shape the Land.

 � Discover Southeast, Juneau, 28 pp.
 � A brief but excellent, non-technical intro-

duction to the basic geology of Southeast Alaska. 
The focus is on the origins of landscapes seen 
from the surface. This ranges from faults and 
glaciers to cliffs, fjords, and alluvial plains. As 
they so aptly say, Southeast Alaska is a “geologic 
‘train wreck’,” which of course makes it very fun 
to probe and appreciate. This text is appropriate 
for the geology curious.

Catton, T. 1995. Land Reborn: A History of Admin-
istration and Visitor Use in Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve.

 � National Park Service, Washington, 398 pp.
 � A detailed history of the monument’s 

founding, protection, expansion to a park, man-
agement, missteps, issues, and policies. Com-
prehensive, thorough, and interesting for those 
intrigued by the park’s often contentious political 
and administrative history.

 � Official administrative histories—like this 
one—comprise a subgenre of National Park 
Service literature, designed primarily for park 
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management (rather than the public) who want 
or need a record of their predecessor’s deci-
sion-making processes. Most parks are lucky to 
have one at all. In Glacier Bay’s case, the report 
shows its age, and since the history’s publica-
tion, there have been major upheavals in park 
policy including additional access for the Huna 
Tlingit, a contentious buyout of extraction-ori-
ented commercial fishing industries, changes to 
vessel quotas (daily limits), plans for an expan-
sion of Bartlett Cove services, etc. Later unpub-
lished analyses by recent park employees (Wayne 
Howell, personal communications) suggest that 
the 1920’s-1980’s Huna-park relations may have 
been less contentious and combative than Catton 
indicates, but admirably, the park has taken Cat-
ton’s conclusions to heart and markedly improved 
relations with the Tlingit.

Catton, T. 1997. Inhabited Wilderness: Indians, 
Eskimos, and National Parks in Alaska.

 � University of New Mexico Press, Albu-
querque, 287 pp.

 � An extension of his 1995 administrative his-
tory for Glacier Bay National Park, this well-re-
searched book compares the Huna experience in 
the bay with other native experiences in other 
Alaskan parks. The narrative is an inside look at 
the successes and failures of ANILCA, 17 years after 
its passage into law. Catton refutes and calls out 
the misguided attempt to portray native cultures 
as inherent conservationists or “culturally predis-
posed to shepherd their resources.” This concept 
unfairly locks the Huna and other indigenous 
cultures into a preindustrial standard that sug-
gests they have fallen from grace if they alter the 
modern environment with post-colonial hunting 
practices (like the use of rifles). This moral 

condemnation served as a park service justifica-
tion for limiting Huna hunting within the bay.

 � Compare and contrast with Hunn and 
others (2003).

Collis, S. M., 1890. A Woman’s Trip to Alaska.
 � Cassell Publishing Company, New York, 

194 pp.
 � Septima Collis took the classic steamer trip 

on board the famous SS Queen with Captain 
Carroll at the helm and with stops in Wrangell, 
Juneau, Haines, Glacier Bay, and Sitka. “Three 
hundred and fifty dollars cannot be more profit-
ably spent for a summer vacation…” That’s about 
$10,000 today but she adds that it’s “hardly the 
price of a French costume, a ring, or a bracelet.” 
She betrays more of her social status, saying “The 
pleasure is much enhanced too by the fact that 
those who are your fellow-passengers are apt to be 
ladies and gentlemen, by which I mean persons 
whose good breeding naturally tends to a regard 
for the comfort of their companions. …scientists, 
savants, authors, and artists of renown from all 
parts of the world.”

 � Of interesting note, Collis indicates on page 
138 that Scidmore Island is what we call Drake 
Island today. But then on page 160, she places 
it to their left as they exit the bay (apparently 
not through the Whidbey Passage) while viewing 
Mt. Crillon and Fairweather to the right. This 
contradiction makes little sense.

Connor, C., G. Streveler, A. Post, D. Monteith, 
and W. Howell. 2009. The Neoglacial landscape 
and human history of Glacier Bay, Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve, southeast Alaska, 
USA.

 � The Holocene, vol. 19, pp. 381-393.
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 � An excellent combination of Tlingit eth-
nography and geology. This paper reconstructs 
the Lower Bay’s history with radiocarbon dating 
of interstadial trees and marine shells, sediment 
stratigraphy, and a weaving of Tlingit oral histo-
ries including those of Kaasteen and Kaakex’wtí.

Cooper, W. S. 1923. The recent ecological history of 
Glacier Bay, Alaska: I. The interglacial forests of 
Glacier Bay.

 � Ecology, vol. 4, pp. 93-128.
 � One of many articles by the pioneering ecol-

ogist of Glacier Bay. William Cooper was so taken 
by the scenery and the scientific opportunities 
(outlined in this article), that he lobbied success-
fully to make Glacier Bay a National Monument. 
He published this article shortly before his intense 
lobbying efforts reached fruition in 1925.

Cooper, W. S. 1937. The problem of Glacier Bay, 
Alaska: A study of glacier variations.

 � The Geographical Review, vol. 27, pp. 37-62.
 � A summary of glacier fluctuations and their 

terminus positions at the time of publication in 
the 1930’s. The text has many nice photographs, 
including one of the newly formed Weird Bay 
(Fig. 24), still free of surrounding vegetation, 
another of their tiny boat in the recently formed 
Goose Cove with The Nunatak still mostly sur-
rounded by ice that’s rapidly wasting away (Fig. 
7), and a third showing the recently and unoffi-
cially named Teacup Harbor near Russell Island. 
In an appendix, Cooper outlines the origins of 
many Glacier Bay names assigned by him and W. 
O. Field during their explorations. Among these 
is “Thlingit Point,” now called Tlingit Point and 
Kashoto Glacier in Johns Hopkins Inlet, named 
for the “chief of the Hoonah tribe at the time of 

Muir’s visit of 1879.” They named the Gilman 
Glacier after Daniel C. Gilman, the first president 
of Johns Hopkins University.

Cowan E. A. and R. D. Powell. 1991. Ice-proximal 
sediment accumulation rates in a temperate glacial 
fjord, southeastern Alaska.

 � In Glacial Marine Sedimentation; Paleocli-
matic Significance, edited by J. B. Andrews and G. 
M. Ashley eds., The Geological Society of America, 
vol. 261, pp. 61-74.

 � Data collected on the spectacular ocean-
floor sedimentation rates and deposition from 
the McBride Glacier. Essentially, the McBride 
Glacier is doing its best to fill the entire inlet with 
sediment. With enough time, it might succeed. 
See also Mugford and Dowdeswell, 2011.

Craddick, J. L. 2013. Pandering to Glory: Sheldon 
Jackson’s Path to Alaska.

 � Masters thesis, University of Alaska, Fair-
banks, 136 pp.

 � Through his tireless missionary activities, 
Sheldon Jackson played an outsized role in early 
Southeast Alaska colonial activities. Though inci-
dental to the thesis, this critical view also explores 
Jackson’s relationship with Samuel Hall Young 
(good/bad/fraught), Beardslee (disliked), and his 
accomplice Julia Wright (shill) who parroted his 
views and wrote John Muir out of her account 
of Southeast Alaska (she gave all the credit to 
Young).

Cruikshank, J. 2005. Do Glaciers Listen?: Local 
Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, and Social Imag-
ination.

 � University of Washington Press, Seattle, 312 
pp.
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 � A fantastic exploration of Tlingit and 
Athapaskan narratives, showing that Northwest 
indigenous culture and wilderness intertwine, 
part and parcel of the same. In the Tlingit view, 
people are part of the wilderness and cannot be 
separated from the land around them. Cruik-
shank contrasts this with scientists’ inevitable 
partition of man from nature, and Muir’s firm 
belief that man’s greed will spoil the Glacier Bay 
wilderness. The Huna Tlingit connection to their 
homeland in Glacier Bay gets special attention, 
as does Muir’s time in Southeast Alaska and the 
bay. Academic in tone but written for anyone 
who desires a critical analysis of Tlingit narra-
tives and European hegemony. Julie Cruikshank 
includes detailed accounts and analyses of Kaas-
teen, Kaakex’wtí (told here from both the Tlingit 
and Athabaskan perspective), the marriage and 
divorce of Fairweather and Mount St. Elias, the 
Glacier Bay devilfish, and many other oral tradi-
tions. Highly recommended.

Cuffey, K. M. and W. S. B. Patterson. 2010. The 
Physics of Glaciers, Fourth Edition.

 � Elsevier, Amsterdam, 693 pp.
 � For scientists looking for a deep dive into 

glaciology, this is an excellent and well-respected 
overview. The text does not shy away from math 
and physics, so this is not the correct choice as a 
broad-brush introduction. All modern glaciolo-
gists have this in their library.

Culp, W., R. Sheakley, W. James, K. Grant, M. 
Rudolph, and A. Marvin. 1995. Presentation of 
the Huna Tlingits.

 � In Proceedings of the Third Glacier Bay Science 
Symposium, 1993, edited by D. Engstrom, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, pp. 302-308.

 � A published account of Kaasteen’s story 
as told by Chookaneidí clan matriarch Amy 
Marvin. A longer and more often quoted oral 
narrative by Amy Marvin is in Dauenhauer and 
Dauenhauer (1987).

Dall, W. H. 1883. Pacific Coast Pilot: Alaska, Part 
1. Coast from Dixon Entrance to Yakutat Bay with 
the Inland Passage.

 � U.S. Government Printing Office, 375 pp.
 � Early charts of the region. On page 189, 

William Healey Dall attributes the first explora-
tion of Glacier Bay to Dick Willoughby in 1878, 
but given Willoughby’s well-established proclivity 
for exaggerations, lies, and swindles, this is almost 
certainly false. (And we now know C. E. S. Wood 
beat them all.) The introduction notes that Dall 
visited Alaska each year from 1865-1868, 1871-
1874, and in 1880. He did not visit in 1878 or 
1879 as sometimes quoted in the apocryphal 
naming of Point Gustavus.

Dall, W. H. 1883b. Pacific Coast Pilot of Alaska, 
Appendix 1, Meteorology.

 � U.S. Government Printing Office, 375 pp.
 � An 1879 appendix to this appendix notes 

that Commander Beardslee was the not-so-secret 
author of the Piseco letters (see Beardslee above). 

 � Yes, as you may have noticed, the publica-
tion date is a bit wishy washy. This is an appendix 
to the 1883 Coast Pilot, but both the title page 
of the appendix and the introduction to the 
appendix (to the appendix) says 1879. Go figure.

Dall, W. H. 1891. Pacific Coast Pilot: Alaska, Part 
1. Coast from Dixon Entrance to Yakutat Bay 
with Inland Passage from Strait of Fuca to Dixon 
Entrance.
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 � U.S. Government Printing Office, 242 pp.
 � Early charts of the region. As with his 1883 

publication, the introduction notes the dates of 
Dall’s visits to Alaska which do not include 1878 
or 1879. As in his 1883 publication, Dall incor-
rectly attributes the first exploration of Glacier 
Bay to Willoughby (pg. 193).

Dall, W. H. 1895. The St. Elias bear.
 � Science, vol. 2, pg. 87.
 � The first official description of the blue bear, 

aka glacier bear, aka St. Elias silver bear, etc.

Dall, W. H., G. M. Dawson, W. Ogilvie, and F. M. 
Trimmer. 1898. The Yukon Territory.

 � Downey & Company, London, 438 pp.
 � George Dawson contradicts Scidmore’s 

account about George Holt’s crossings of 
Chilkoot Pass, northeast of Glacier Bay. It’s a 
small detail but one that speaks to Scidmore’s 
not entirely reliable narratives. To her credit, 
Scidmore did eventually try to repair most of 
her published inconsistencies and errors, but not 
without sounding a touch grumpy.

Dauenhauer, N. and R. Dauenhauer. 1987. Haa 
Shuká, Our Ancestors.

 � University of Washington Press, Seattle, 514 
pp.

 � Tlingit oral narratives with several accounts 
central to the history of Glacier Bay, including the 
two best known versions of Kasteen’s story and 
a version of Kaakex’wtí’s story. Unlike Swanton 
(see below), these accounts are direct transcrip-
tions from audio tapes and retain the fascinating 
and important sense of rhythm and structure so 
integral to Tlingit oration. The original Tlingit 
accompanies the English translations.

Dauenhauer, N. and R. Dauenhauer. 1990. Haa 
Tuwunáagu Yís, for Healing Our Spirit.

 � 1990, University of Washington Press, 
Seattle, 573 pp.

 � A collection of recorded speeches made by 
Tlingit elders. Fascinatingly, two of the speeches 
come from wax cylinders recorded by the Har-
riman Expedition in 1899 when they visited Sitka 
shortly before arriving in Glacier Bay. Many of the 
speeches involve Glacier Bay, especially through 
the memorial of Jim Marks, a Huna elder whose 
brother Willie Marks recounted Kaakex’wtí’s 
story in Haa Shuká, Our Ancestors (above).

Dauenhauer, N. and R. Dauenhauer. 2000. Begin-
ning Tlingit, 4th Edition.

 � Sealaska Heritage Foundation Press, Juneau, 
222 pp.

 � From the widely acknowledged experts on 
Tlingit language and pronunciation, this text 
is most useful in a classroom setting with an 
instructor guiding proper pronunciation. For 
non-experts (aka me), the technical sound charts 
offer some help, but various Thornton and de 
Laguna texts (referenced below) repeat much of 
the same information in a more compact format.

Davidson, G. 1903. The Alaska Boundary.
 � 1903, Alaska Packers Association, 235 pp.
 � Commissioned by the fish packing industry, 

this is a long though generally well-reasoned 
diatribe against the international boundary 
line adjustments desired by Canada and Great 
Britain. George Davidson made early forays into 
Southeast Alaska at the behest of Secretary of 
State William Seward and as a result felt quali-
fied to insert himself 35 years later into the Alas-
ka-Canada boundary dispute.
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De Laguna, F. 1960. The story of a Tlingit commu-
nity: A problem in the relationship between arche-
ological, ethnological, and historical methods.

 � Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 172, 
pp. 1–254.

 � An archaeological study of Angoon, 
including a discussion of the 1882 naval bom-
bardment and the role of the SS Favorite, name-
sake of many current and former geographical 
features in Glacier Bay (e.g., Mount Favorite, 
Favorite Creek, Favorite Glacier, and Favorite 
Fjord).

 � The firsthand accounts in de Laguna’s paper 
include this bigoted tidbit by “Wm. Gouvernor 
Morris Collector of Customs at Sitka” who 
accompanied the ships and had little good to 
say about the Angoon residents.

The Hoochenoos are a rich and warlike tribe, 
very insolent and saucy towards the whites. Not 
long ago [1880] they proceeded to Wrangell 
and attacked the church Indians there, killing 
several, amongst them Toyatt, a missionary 
Indian, a very useful and intelligent man…

This of course was Toyatte, one of John Muir’s 
guides in 1879. As for Muir’s visit to Angoon, 
he says in Travels in Alaska that they arrived 
to “a howling drunk” debauchery, easily heard 
from their canoe a half mile before arrival. After 
pulling ashore, a disgusted Muir recounts that 
“Toyatte was discovered by a man with whom 
he once had a business misunderstanding, who, 
burning for revenge, was now jumping and 
howling and threatening as only a drunken 
Indian may, while our heroic old captain, in 
severe icy majesty, stood erect and motionless, 
uttering never a word.” They left in a hurry, but 
this conflict foreshadows Toyatte’s imminent 
death at the tribe’s hand. An older man when 

fatally shot, Toyatte made many enemies in his 
youth, including members of the Xutsnoowú 
(Morris’ Hoochenoo) and the Chilkat with 
whom he once went to war.

De Laguna, F. 1972. Under Mount Saint Elias.
 � Smithsonian Contributions to Anthropology, 

vol. 7, Smithsonian Institution Press, Wash-
ington, D.C., 1395 pp.

 � Primarily about the Yakutat Tlingit, this 
incredible tome contains a wealth of information 
about the Tlingit in general and stories and his-
torical accounts specifically relevant to the Huna. 
There’s an interesting variant of the Kaakex’wtí 
story, the marriage and divorce of Fairweather 
and Mount St. Elias, accounts of tidal waves in 
Lituya Bay, Lieutenant Puget’s purchase of hal-
ibut from the Huna, and much more.

Deur, D. and T. F. Thornton. 2014. Assessing possible 
cruise ship impacts on Huna Tlingit ethnographic 
resources in Glacier Bay.

 � Final report to the National Park Service, 
Portland State University, 184 pp.

 � Available from administrative staff at Glacier 
Bay.

 � A damning portrayal of the cruise ship 
industry in Glacier Bay from the point of view 
of the Huna Tlingit. The 50 interviewed tribal 
members acknowledge some benefits of tourism, 
but decry the pollution, noise, wakes, crowding, 
wildlife disturbances, and commercialization 
of the bay by cruise ships. These large vessels 
“disrespect” the land and indicate a failure of 
stewardship and a contamination of the waters. 
“Cruise ships… are considered large and potently 
symbolic manifestations of the tourist ‘invasion’ 
of this sacred place.”
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Deur, D. T. Thornton, R. Lahoff, and J. Hebert. 
2015. Yakutat Tlingit and Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve: An ethnographic 
Overview and Assessment.

 � United States Department of the Interior, 
342 pp.

 � Similar to the Huna’s struggles with Glacier 
Bay National Park, the Yakutat have long strug-
gled with the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
administration.

DuFresne, J. 1987. Glacier Bay National Park: A 
Backcountry Guide to the Glaciers and Beyond.

 � The Mountaineers, Seattle, 152 pp.
 � The park’s first kayaking and hiking specific 

guide. The dated text recommends hikes that 
are no longer possible, long since buried under 
alder or along glacier ice that has melted away. 
Retreating glaciers and extensive infill and uplift 
have changed many paddles as well.

Elliott, H. W. 1879. Alaska’s Resources.
 � Forest and Stream, vol 13, pg. 911.
 � A sarcastic response to the doleful epistles 

of Captain Beardslee (pseudonym Piseco) in the 
same magazine. “Ah! Mr. Editor, the letter of 
‘Piseco’ from his war-like ark in Sitka Bay, has 
the true familiar ring of pent up souls in Alaska.” 
Ouch. Henry Elliot is best known for authoring 
and negotiating the world’s first wildlife conserva-
tion treaty, signed in 1911 to protect fur seals and 
sea otters. The sea otters seen in Glacier Bay owe 
their existence to his efforts. Hooray for Henry 
Elliott!

Emmons, G. T. 1991. The Tlingit Indians.
 � Edited with additions by Frederica de 

Laguna (who deserves much of the credit).

 � American Museum of Natural History 
Anthropological Paper no. 70, University of 
Washington Press, 488 pp.

 � An unsurpassed ethnography laid out in 
a beautiful coffee-table format complete with 
mesmerizing sketches and photographs. Don’t 
let the publication date fool you. Emmons never 
finished his masterpiece that began with his first 
explorations of the Pacific Northwest around 
1888. The talented de Laguna edited and com-
pleted his work a century later, adding thou-
sands (or more) of parenthetical notes that fill in 
missing details, add relevant information, make 
corrections, and altogether magnify Emmons 
magnum opus with the benefit of 100-years of 
hindsight and important cultural sensitivities 
(Emmons was not without typical turn-of-the-
century flaws, stealing artifacts for example from 
Shaman graves). Together they describe the day-
to-day life of the Tlingit in a way that’s both 
thorough and academic but highly readable. This 
will be a favorite for anyone interested in Tlingit 
culture. Highly recommended.

Esslinger, G. G., D. Eisler, S. Howlin, and L. A. 
Starcevich. 2015. Monitoring population status of 
sea otters (Enhydra lutris) in Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve, Alaska—Options and consid-
erations.

 � USGS Open File Report 2015-1119, 42 pp.
 � Assesses the explosive population dynamics 

of modern sea otters in Glacier Bay.

Etherington, L. L., P. N. Hooge, E. R. Hooge, D. F. 
Hill. 2007. Oceanography of Glacier Bay, Alaska: 
Implications for biological patterns in a glacial fjord 
estuary.

 � Estuaries and Coasts, vol. 30, pp. 927-944.
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 � A detailed physical and biological analysis 
of the bay’s oceanographic structure. Freshwater 
inputs from melting glaciers and seasonal snow 
control much of the oceans near-surface struc-
ture—salinity, stratification, turbidity, available 
light for phytoplankton, etc. Tides and seasonal 
processes (daylight, air temperature, precipitation) 
also play important roles. Ultimately, the distribu-
tion of species in the ocean depends on these pro-
cesses which control nutrient and light availability.

Fahs, A. 2011. Out on Assignment: Newspaper Women 
and the Making of Public Spaces.

 � University of North Carolina Press, Chapel 
Hill, 376 pp.

 � Contains brief references to Scidmore as a 
reporter, and notes that her byline is Ruhadmah 
Scidmore. This no doubt conveniently bypassed 
the issue of her gender when working for a news-
paper in the late 1800’s.

Field, K. 1888. A Trip to Southeast Alaska.
 � Harper’s Weekly, Sept. 8, pg. 683.
 � For this travelogue, Kate Field—like so 

many others—visited Glacier Bay with Captain 
Carroll aboard the SS Ancon. As a famous jour-
nalist and friend of John Muir, her career paral-
lels Eliza Scidmore’s. For her many articles, she 
interviewed Muir’s Tlingit guide Kadachan, and 
also wrote a chapter in Picturesque California, an 
1888 coffee table book edited by Muir. For more 
on her travels in Alaska and about this remarkable 
woman see Scharnhorst (2008).

Field, W. O. 1975. Mountain Glaciers of the 
Northern Hemisphere, Volume 2.

 � U.S. Army Cold Regions Research and 
Engineering Laboratory, Hanover, 931 pp.

 � A section on Glacier Bay includes first-hand 
information about terminus positions, surging 
glacier dates, important references, and a wealth 
of other information difficult to find summa-
rized elsewhere. A recent and worthy update to 
this classic text is referenced below—see Molnia, 
2008.

Fisk, J. 2017. Assessing Potential Effects of Climate 
Change on Pacific Salmon in Southeast Alaska and 
the Fisheries Implications.

 � Masters thesis, Stanford University, 144 pp.
 � Salmon face an uncertain future with faster 

runoff that can wash away eggs, changing runoff 
temperatures, increasing sea surface temperatures 
(causing higher mortality), etc. The conclusions 
are preliminary but not encouraging. Given 
outdated fish management systems that ignore 
climate change, don’t be surprised if the entire 
Southeast Alaska salmon fisheries collapse.

Fulkerson, J. R., M. L. Carlson, and N. C. Vance. 
2017. Cypripedium montanum (mountain lady’s 
slipper): Species Assessment for the Tongass National 
Forest, Alaska Region.

 � USDA Forest Service and Alaska Natural Her-
itage Program, University of Alaska Anchorage, 
50 pp.

 � An evaluation of species prevalence and 
threats to the mountain lady’s slipper throughout 
the Pacific Northwest. They missed many loca-
tions within Glacier Bay (personal observations), 
though this is unlikely to alter their analysis or 
general conclusions.

Gagne-Hawes, G. 1999. 1882 letter sheds light on 
Angoon tragedy.

 � Juneau Empire, Sunday January 5 1999.
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 � A newspaper article detailing the naval 
shelling of the Tlingit in Angoon by the SS 
Favorite. This vessel features prominently in 
stories of Glacier Bay, Admiral Beardslee, and 
Southeast Alaska in general, but this horrific 
bombardment forever taints its memory.

Geist, E. L., M. Jakob, G. F. Wieczorek, and P. 
Dartnell. 2003. Preliminary hydrodynamic anal-
ysis of landslide-generated waves in Tidal Inlet, 
Glacier Bay National Park, Alaska.

 � USGS Open-File Report 03-411, 20 pp.
 � The slope above the entrance of Tidal Inlet 

could collapse in a massive landslide that gener-
ates a huge tsunami. The waves could be so large 
that the author’s resorted to an asteroid impact 
model to predict the wave heights. Scary stuff. 
Fascinating stuff.

Gende, S. M., N. Hendrix, K. R. Harris, B. Eichen-
laub, J. Nielsen, and S. Pyare. 2011. A Bayesian 
approach for understanding the role of ship speed 
in whale-ship encounters.

 � Ecological Applications, vol. 21, pp. 2232-
2240.

 � This analysis uses 891 whale encounters 
from 380 cruise ships in Glacier Bay to demon-
strate empirically that slower ships have fewer 
close encounters with whales. In other words, 
if whales have time to get out of the way, they 
often will. These data support the National Park 
Service’s decision to keep “whale water” speed 
restrictions in place despite lobbying by cruise 
ship and other tour vessel companies.

Gilbert, G. K. 1903. Note by G. K. Gilbert.
 � National Geographic Magazine, vol. 14, pp. 

444-445.

 � Suggests that the 1899 earthquake might be 
wholly responsible for the Muir Glacier’s retreat, 
as observed by Anderson (1903). He was wrong, 
as discussed in the Forest Creek Flats and Klotz 
Hills chapter. (The earthquake was indeed a 
trigger that fractured the terminus, caused sig-
nificant calving, and forced a very small retreat 
into deeper water. It;s the deeper water that then 
accelerated the glacier’s massive retreat.)

Gilbert, G. K. 1904. Glaciers and Glaciation.
 � Doubleday, Page and Company, New York, 

328 pp.
 � This is the third volume of the Harriman 

Expedition series titled Alaska. the text includes 
maps by the famed cartographer Henry Gan-
nett, photographs by zoologist Clinton Hart 
Merriam, and photographs by the still young 
but later famous Edward Curtis, best known for 
his seminal (though perhaps stylized) portraits of 
Native Americans.

Gill, S. and J. Schulz (eds.). 2001. Tidal datums and 
their applications.

 � NOAA Special Publication NOS CO-OPS 1, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Silver Spring, 112 pp.

 � If fascinated by official and dry definitions of 
MLLW, National Tidal Datum Epochs, and lunar 
elliptic semi diurnal second-order constituents, 
then the U.S. Government has just the publica-
tion for you. The ultimate glossary of tides.

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. 1989. Wil-
derness Visitor Use Management Plan.

 � National Park Service, U.S. Department of 
the Interior, unpublished document. Available 
from administrative staff at Glacier Bay.
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 � This is the park’s long-in-the-tooth wilder-
ness management plan, in desperate need of an 
update. When the revision comes, expect changes 
in access and rules.

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. 2010. Gla-
cier Bay National Park and Preserve Foundation 
Statement.

 � National Park Service, U.S. Department of 
the Interior, unpublished document. Available 
from administrative staff at Glacier Bay.

 � Officially enumerates the various existential 
purposes of the park. Number one on the list is 
science. The one sentence summary: “The pur-
pose of Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve is 
to protect a dynamic tidewater glacial landscape 
and associated natural successional processes for 
science and discovery in a wilderness setting.”

Gmelch, S. 2008. The Tlingit Encounter with Pho-
tography.

 � University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, Philadelphia, 
210 pp.

 � An insightful contextualization of Tlingit 
political and economic relationships to photog-
raphy at the end of the 19th and beginning of 
the 20th century. Like at.óow, images could be 
cultural property, but few professional or amateur 
photographers asked permission. Photographic 
works include those of Louis Shotridge, Edward 
Curtis, and the never-ending stream of steamship 
tourists. Most of the works center around pho-
tographers of Sitka, but the text offers a critical 
reassessment of Edward S. Curtis, the famous 
Native American photographer whose name 
graces Curtis Hills in Muir Inlet. As interesting 
examples consider the seal hunters at work in 

Glacier Bay, the ostentatious wealth of Kad-
achan’s house in Wrangle, and text discussing 
Muir’s notable absence from the celebratory 
group photograph at the pillage of Cape Fox—he 
wanted no part of this cultural looting.

Goldschmidt, W. R. and T. H. Haas 1998. Haa 
Aani, Our Land: Tlingit and Haida Land Rights 
and Use.

 � Edited by Thomas F. Thorton.
 � University of Washington Press, Seattle, 219 

pp.
 � This is an edited reissue of the original 1947 

government report Possessory rights of the natives 
of southeastern Alaska, but much better. This 
volume appends all the transcribed interviews 
with each of the Tlingit and Haida who—on 
behalf of their clans—laid claims to Southeast 
Alaska lands. Fascinating reading. Just as valu-
able, Thornton’s superb introduction provides 
invaluable context and a brief history of Tlingit 
claims since the 1947 publication. Surprisingly 
for a government report, Part One of the original 
material includes fascinating insights into Tlingit 
social structures, matrilineal inheritance, and the 
many natural products derived from their lands. 
Few will mistake this for bedtime reading mate-
rial, but history buffs will happily curl up on the 
sofa with highlighters and post-it notes.

Gough, B. M. 1984. Gunboat Frontier: British 
Maritime Authority and Northwest Coast Indians, 
1846-1890.

 � University of British Columbia Press, Van-
couver, 286 pp.

 � Includes information on Israel Wood 
Powell, the doctor, Canadian Indian Commis-
sioner, and Colonel in the Canadian Militia with 



24 The KayaKer's Companion To GlaCier Bay

whom Commander Beardslee negotiated to avoid 
war between the Huna and the Tsimshian. In 
his reports to the U.S. Government, Beardslee 
misidentifies the Indian Commissioner as J. 
W. Powell, perhaps an inadvertent reference to 
Beardslee’s contemporary John Wesley Powell.

Gustavus Electric Company. 2004. Falls Creek 
Hydroelectric project and land exchange.

 � Final Environmental Impact Statement, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

 � The epic land swap that traded land near 
Gustavus for an island wilderness in Blue Mouse 
Cove.

Hallock, C. 1886. Our New Alaska; or the Seward 
Purchase Vindicated.

 � Forest and Stream Publishing Company, 
New York, 209 pp.

 � Although widely quoted as an authoritative 
source of information on 19th-century Southeast 
Alaska, this sometimes-logorrheic narrative pla-
giarizes C. E. S. Wood, Beardslee, perhaps Scid-
more, and probably others. A few gems hide in 
the chaff, including a highly amusing take down 
of a dispassionate tourist at the Muir Glacier, 
but any first-hand accounts are suspect. The 
author Jean Meaux gently argues that this and 
many other books of the era are blatant attempt 
to make money off summertime excursions to 
Alaska.

Hamburger, R. 1998. Two Rooms: The Life of Charles 
Erskine Scott Wood.

 � University of Nebraska Press, Omaha, 417 
pp.

 � Among other biographical tidbits, this 
book nails down the end of C. E. S. Wood’s 

journey to Mount St. Elias at Cape Spencer, 
not further north as claimed by Kurtz (1995). 
Charles Taylor requested a military escort to 
Alaska, and Wood eagerly accepted that job, 
initiating his entirely fortuitous discovery of 
Glacier Bay. Wood also had a sexual relationship 
with the comely young Huna woman who sang 
him “The Song of the Salmon Fishing” men-
tioned in Among the Thlinkits in Alaska (Wood, 
1882).

Harper, J. T., N. Humphrey, and W. T. Pfeffer. 
1998. Crevasse patterns and the strain rate tensor: 
a high-resolution comparison.

 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 44, pp. 68-76.
 � Among other conclusions, this paper estab-

lished that crevasses do not rotate into new posi-
tions and instead close too quickly. They also 
identify a “monstar” on a glacier. See Nye (1983) 
below.

The Harriman Expedition. 1899. The Harriman 
Expedition: Chronicles and Souvenirs.

 � A souvenir album of photos, bad poetry, 
sketches, and autographs from Governor Brady, 
ethnologist George Emmons (then a Lieutenant 
in the Navy stationed at Sitka), etc. On page 
40 is John Muir’s crude sketch of Glacier Bay’s 
Harriman Glacier which appears to be the Reid, 
though that’s hardly a slam dunk.

Hartill, E. C. 2019. Deep benthic coral habitats of 
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, Alaska.

 � Masters thesis, Electronic Theses and Disser-
tations, 2996, University of Maine.

 � Like plant succession visible on land, the 
marine environment is evolving similarly. The 
heads of the fjords have pioneering fauna, and 
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the Lower Bay has larger, more complex, and 
more diverse coral communities.

Heacox, K. 2006. Only Kayak: A Journey into the 
Heart of Alaska.

 � Lyons Press, Guilford, 280 pp.
 � A twenty-five-year autobiographical soul-

searching account of a former park ranger’s time 
in Glacier Bay. Using a 1979 kayaking trip as 
his MacGuffin, Heacox asks tough questions 
about how to protect a wilderness while wishing 
everyone could share his experience but please 
go away. Very Edward Abbey. Like me, Heacox 
spares little love for cruise ships, tour vessels, easy 
access, encroaching development, and commer-
cial exploitation, but understands the contradic-
tions. Ultimately, he envisions my nightmare: by 
writing a book am I destroying the place I love? 
Should I have kept it to myself? Should Heacox? 
Or do we save a sacred place by making people 
aware?

Heacox, K. 2013. Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve.

 � Alaska Geographic Association, Anchorage, 
65 pp.

 � A very nice introductory summary to the 
park, written by a man who knows the land well.

Henry, D. L. 2017. Across the Shaman’s River.
 � University of Alaska Press, Fairbanks, 285 

pp.
 � An interesting analysis of John Muir’s role 

as the key link between the Presbyterian missions 
of Southeast Alaska and the Northern Tlingit. 
Daniel Henry argues that Muir was leery of 
proselytizing, but through his friendship and 
respect for the Reverend Samuel Hall Young, he 

opened the doors of communication between the 
Chilkat Tlingit and the Presbyterians, helping 
the Euro-American-centric church make colo-
nial inroads. The book ties together many of the 
supporting characters in Glacier Bay’s turn-of-
the-century story and does a particularly good 
job of fleshing out Toyatte’s character. Henry’s 
discussion of “wilderness areas” as an indigenous 
barrier echoes a common revisionist theme in the 
modern analysis of wilderness as a human con-
struct (e.g., Catton, 1995; Campbell, 2007). As 
a humanist, I understand and strongly agree. As 
an environmentalist, this worries me but believe 
we can find solutions. As a scientist, I have strong 
reservations and think there’s strong empirical 
evidence that wilderness is not a made-up social 
construct. To his credit, the author acknowledges 
that we could argue all day about the definition 
of wilderness, and instead, in the closing sec-
tions, offers a hopeful note of recent cooperation 
between the Tlingit and environmentalists.

Heys, J., and C. McKee. 2004. Exotic Plant Survey 
of Glacier National Park and Preserve: Summer 
2004 Field Season report.

 � Glacier Bay National Park internal memo, 
12 pp.

 � A description of 15 invasive, obnoxious, and 
generally evil plants that plan to take over Glacier 
Bay. Sites and abundances are included. Anyone 
with a yard or garden in North America battles 
many of these. The exotics span from common 
dandelions to oxeye daisies to pineapple weed to 
white clover. In an effort to remove these plants, 
the park periodically sprays around Bartlett Cove.

Higginson, E. 1906. The Voyage of all Voyages.
 � Washington Magazine, 336-339.
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 � The first but unofficial poet laureate of Wash-
ington State, Ella Higginson wrote about the great 
Pacific Northwest and her travels to Alaska. On 
this occasion, the writer toured with Governor 
Brady (of the Brady Icefield in Glacier Bay).

Hinckley, T. C. 1965. The Inside Passage: A Popular 
Gilded Age Tour.

 � The Pacific Northwest Quarterly, vol. 56, pp. 
67-74.

 � A well-written brief history of Southeast 
Alaska steamship tourism with notes on the 
roles of John Muir, Samuel Hall Young, Eliza 
Scidmore, and notably Captain Carroll whose 
smuggling operations get specific mention. “The 
bays and coves were excellent places in which to 
hide from inquisitive eyes.”

Hoekman, S. T., C. J. Sergeant, and W. F. Johnson. 
2014. Monitoring Kittlitz’s and marbled murrelets 
in Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve: 2013 
Annual Report.

 � Natural Resource Technical Report NPS/
SEAN/NRTR—2014/841, National Park Service, 
Fort Collins, Colorado.

 � A multi-year monitoring program of these 
endangered birds. For a readable and endearing 
account of murrelets, see Ruth (2013).

Hoonah Indian Association. 2006. Tlingit Place 
Names of the Huna Káawu.

 � Hoonah Indian Association, Hoonah, 
Alaska.

 � A beautiful wall map labeling all known 
Tlingit place names for Glacier Bay and sur-
rounding areas. A table translates each name to 
English. Over the last two centuries, Russian, 
French, Canadian, British, and U.S. explorers 

renamed the landscape, and many Tlingit top-
onyms were lost as speakers of the language died 
during the 1900’s. This map represents a massive 
collaborative effort by many organizations and 
individuals to preserve and record as many names 
as possible. Some small differences can be found 
on other published maps, notably in spelling, but 
this is the definitive effort.

Hope, A., III. 2003. Traditional Tlingit Country 
Circa late Nineteenth Century. Fourth edition, 
revised.

 � Tlingit Readers, Inc., Juneau.
 � A map of 21 Tlingit tribe territories with 

an accompanying list of their clans and houses.

Howell, W. 2019. Personal communications.
 � Longtime Glacier Bay National Park and 

Preserve employee Wayne Howell (a wonderful 
wellspring of information) notes that after publi-
cation, Amy Marvin acknowledged confusing the 
storyline surrounding Kaasteen and Shaawatséek’ 
in her famous account of that oral tradition (see 
Dauenhauer and Dauenhauer, 1987). Once 
again, we have the imperfect transference of 
knowledge, which the Dauenhauers’ explicitly 
accept as neither good nor bad. Howell also has 
extensive research showing that the early inter-
actions between the Park Service and Huna were 
much less contentious than described in (and oft 
repeated from) chapter VI of Catton (1995).

Hunn, E. S., D. R. Johnson, P. N. Russell, and T. 
F. Thornton. 2002. A study of traditional use of 
birds’ eggs by the Huna Tlingit.

 � Technical Report NPS/CCSOU/NRTR-2002-
02, NPS D-113, National Park Service and Uni-
versity of Washington, 202 pp.
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 � This study was a direct response to requests 
by Huna Tlingit for access to fish, shellfish, 
berries, seaweed, and gull eggs within Glacier 
Bay. Of this list, the park specifically prohibited 
only gull egg harvesting, and they agreed to do 
a formal analysis of the of the history, cultural 
significance, and later suppression of egg har-
vests within the bay. With this and subsequent 
studies laying the foundation, President Barrack 
Obama signed the Huna Tlingit Traditional Gull 
Egg Use Act in 2014, and the first harvest occurred 
in May 2015 on Flapjack Island. A second har-
vest occurred in June 2017 on Geikie Rock and 
Boulder Island.

Hunn, E. S., D. R. Johnson, P. N. Russell, and 
T. F. Thornton. 2003. Huna Tlingit traditional 
environmental knowledge, conservation, and the 
management of a “wilderness” park.

 � Current Anthropology, vol. 44, supplement, 
pp. S79-S103.

 � This paper presents a strong argument that 
the Huna understood and practiced conservation 
of resources within the park. The paper digs into 
the biases that might exclude traditional environ-
mental knowledge (TEK) from modern concepts 
of conservation, when in fact, TEK might be a 
conservationist’s best friend. The comments by 
reviewers and the author’s response are also very 
interesting, presenting both opposing views and 
affirmations.

 � Compare and contrast with Catton (1997).

Hunn, E. S. and T. F. Thornton. 2011. Tlingit birds: 
an annotated list with a statistical comparative 
analysis.

 � In Ethno-ornithology: Birds, Indigenous 
Peoples, Culture, and Society, edited by S. C. 

Tidemann and A. Gosler, Taylor and Francis, 
New York, 376 pp.

 � A list of Tlingit bird names with a discussion 
of each bird’s relevance to their culture, myths, 
and diet.

Hunt, W.R. 1976. Alaska: A Bicentennial History.
 � W. W. Norton and Company, New York, 

200 pp.
 � A rather broad-brush history of Alaska, but 

one with interesting tidbits, like Captain James 
Carroll’s drug-running.

Hutchinson, E. 2013. A “Narrow Escape”: Albert 
Bierdstadt’s “Wreck of the Ancon.”

 � American Art, vol. 27, pp. 50-69.
 � An art historian’s contextualization of Bierd-

stadt’s “Wreck of the Ancon” painted after his 
visit to Glacier Bay.

Ingersoll, E. 1887. An Excursion to Alaska by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway.

 � Passenger Department, Canadian Pacific 
Railway, Montreal, 62 pp.

 � A short advertisement thinly disguised as 
a book. The railway paid well-known naturalist 
Ernest Ingersoll for this cheerful infomercial, 
much as John Muir was no doubt paid for his 
1891 Northern Pacific Railroad piece, Alaska (see 
below). The requisite chapter on Glacier Bay 
largely quotes other sources like Scidmore and 
Hallock. But no, you couldn’t reach Glacier Bay 
by railroad—the Canadian Pacific wanted you 
to ride the rails to Vancouver where a short ferry 
would transport you to Victoria, from which the 
Pacific Coast Steamship Company would sweep 
you away through the Inside Passage to Glacier 
Bay, the climax of the trip.
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Jettmar, K. 1997. Alaska’s Glacier Bay: A Traveler’s 
Guide.

 � Alaska Northwest Books, Seattle, 94 pp.
 � A short but very nice pocket-guide introduc-

tion to the park, written by a former ranger. This 
isn’t a backcountry guide; instead it’s a general 
overview of the glaciers, plant succession, wild-
life, the Tlingit, and more, including an overview 
of Kaasteen’s story. Some details have changed in 
the intervening years—we know a lot more about 
climate change, we know Muir wasn’t the first 
visitor, sea otters are now everywhere, etc. But 
this doesn’t affect the general tone and intent. 
It’s written with the love of someone who knows 
the park well.

Jezierski, C., R. Loehman, and A. Schramm. 
2010. Understanding the science of climate change 
Talking Points—Impacts to Alaska Maritime and 
Transitional.

 � Nebraska Cooperative Fish & Wildlife 
Research Unit—Staff Publications, Paper 192, 33 
pp.

 � A nice Alaska-National-Park-specific sum-
mary of climate change with many references 
to Glacier Bay. Our understanding of climate 
change improves year by year, so this is already 
out of date, but it’s a good starting point. Among 
the conclusions, Glacier Bay’s average winter tem-
peratures will shift from below freezing to above 
freezing by 2080, and the rate of ice thinning in 
Glacier Bay is accelerating.

Johnson, A. J., C. F. Larsen, N. Murphy, A. A. 
Arendt, S. L. Zirnheld. 2013. Mass balance in 
the glacier Bay area of Alaska, USA, and British 
Columbia, Canada, 1995-2011, using airborne 
laser altimetry.

 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 59, pp. 632-648.
 � Using lasers with airplane flyovers, the 

authors show that the glaciers of Glacier Bay are 
thinning dramatically. Nobody is surprised, but 
this quantifies the amount, roughly 6 to 14 feet 
of thinning per year. In some places the thinning 
exceeds 26 feet per year. That’s significant. Say 
goodbye…

Jordan, D.S. 1897. The Silent City of the Muir Gla-
cier.

 � Appleton’s Popular Science Monthly, pp. 161-
165.

 � The then president of Stanford University 
ruthlessly debunks Dick Willoughby’s myth of 
the Silent City. Could we please resurrect this guy 
to counter some of the anti-climate-change rhet-
oric of today? Among other dismissive zingers, he 
writes “there is no intellectual craze so absurd as 
not to have a following” and “there is no nonsense 
so unscientific that men called educated will not 
accept it as science.”

Juneau Empire. 1998. A crime that was not com-
mitted.

 � Juneau Empire, Sunday January 25.
 � Details of the Angoon naval bombardment 

by the SS Favorite.

Karo, A. 1938. Glacier Bay.
 � Extract from 1938 Season’s Report of H. 

Arnold Karo, U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
pp. 202-207, Field Engineers Bulletin, No. 12, 
246 pp.

 � A brief history of the bay but without ref-
erences. Includes firsthand reports of the glaciers 
and inlets as seen during surveying activities. 
Karo was a hydrographic and geodetic engineer 
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with the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey and the 
commanding officer of the Motor Vessel Westdahl, 
Hence the name Westdahl Point in the East Arm.

Karo, A. 1938. Topography in Glacier Bay.
 � Extract from 1938 Season’s Report of H. 

Arnold Karo, U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
pp. 233-234, in Field Engineers Bulletin, No. 12, 
246 pp.

 � Includes the antics of a black bear that just 
wanted his strawberries and was willing to bother 
some surveyors to get his treats.

Kelley, M. and S. Simpson. 2000. Glacier Bay 
National Park: Alaska.

 � Mark Kelley Photography, Juneau, 128 pp.
 � A coffee table book with excellent photo-

graphs (Mark Kelley) and beautiful essays (Sherry 
Simpson). They paint Gustavus as heaven, and 
it’s hard to disagree. Includes a brief historical 
outline, including a concise summary of Kaas-
teen’s story.

Kifer, D. 2007. A famous artist runs aground in 
Loring.

 � http://www.sitnews.us/Kiffer/AlbertBier-
stadt/021307_bierstadt.html. Accessed February 
2019.

 � Description of the Ancon’s sinking. See also 
Campbell (2007) and Andrews (1916).

Klotz, O. 1907. Recession of Alaskan glaciers.
 � Geographical Journal, vol. 30, pp. 419-421.
 � Otto Klotz, the Canadian surveyor for the 

Alaska-Canada boundary dispute, puzzles over 
the rapid retreat of the Muir Glacier between 
1899 and 1907. At the same time, he plugs his 
photo-topographic method, a technique now 

considered essential by glaciologists. He also 
confuses the Grand Pacific and Johns Hopkins 
Glaciers, a minor detail but one that nicely 
illustrates the confusing impermanence of topo-
graphic names in Glacier Bay.

Kurtz, R. S. 1995. Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve Historic Resource Study.

 � National Park Service, Washington, 105 pp.
 � Explores the park’s history through World 

War II. Using primary sources, I am unable to 
verify many claims in this manuscript. Kurtz 
indicates that C. E. S. Wood landed at Cape Fair-
weather and then climbed Mount Fairweather, 
but no other reference indicates the same. Kurtz 
says that Wood met with the Huna seal hunters 
at Geikie Inlet, but Wood’s own accounts of the 
camp’s location are vague, and only an unsubstan-
tiated 1938 surveyor’s report with no firsthand 
information indicates the same (Karo, 1938). Etc.

 � Most national parks have a historic resource 
study, and these reports are frequent preludes to 
filing for National Register of Historic Places. 
As such, some of the report’s claims feel a bit 
stretched, like the supposed significance of some 
World War II military facilities.

Kurtz, R. 1996. Rediscovery, Scientific Study, and 
Tourism within the Glacier Bay Region.

 � National Register of Historic Places Mul-
tiple Property Documentation Form, 18 pp.

 � This government file contains a brief jus-
tification for adding various Glacier Bay sites 
to the National Register of Historic Places. The 
sites include Muir’s cabin (just rubble, don’t 
get excited), various vegetation plots created by 
Cooper (many of them now lost), survey cairns 
created by Field and Reid, etc. Various historical 
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tidbits float throughout the text, though some 
contradict other sources and a few are clearly 
wrong. Lieutenant Wood did not climb Mount 
Fairweather, for example.

Laist, D. W., A. R. Knowlten, J. G. Mead, A. S. 
Collet, and M. Podesta. 2001. Collisions between 
ships and whales.

 � Marine Mammal Science, vol. 17, pp. 35-75.
 � An examination of historical records demon-

strating that fatal collisions between whales and 
vessels occur primarily at speeds over 14 knots. 
This is the origin of Glacier Bay’s 13 knot rule.

Lamplugh., G. W. 1886. Notes on the “Muir Glacier” 
of Alaska.

 � Nature, vol. 33, pp. 299-301.
 � Lamplugh discusses his brief 1884 visit to 

the Muir Glacier and chastises previous reports 
for exaggerations. There was a period when every 
author and newspaper made the glacier bigger, 
taller, better, and louder. Lamplugh, of course, is 
the namesake of the Lamplugh Glacier.

Larsen, C. F., R. J. Motkya, A. A. Arendt, K. A. 
Echelmeyer, and P. E. Geissler. 2007. Glacier 
changes in southeast Alaska and northwest British 
Columbia and contributions to sea level rise.

 � Journal of Geophysical Research, vol. 112, 11 
pp.

 � Another report on the thinning ice of Gla-
cier Bay. In recent years the Johns Hopkins has 
thinned, but at this time the Johns Hopkins was 
doing well. Figure 6 is particularly devastating. 
Bye-bye glaciers.

Lawson, D., G. Wiles, and N. Wiesenberg. 2011. 
Paleoclimate of the last 10,000 years, Glacier Bay 

National Park and Preserve: Progress understanding 
climate change in Southeast Alaska.

 � Annual report to the Park Service, 32 pp.
 � Available from administrative staff at Glacier 

Bay.
 � A fantastic summary of interstadial tree ring 

research within the bay. If you’re curious about 
how they reconstruct events from dead trees, this 
is a very accessible source.

Lawson, D. E., D. C. Finnegan, S. E. Kopczynski, 
and S. R. Bigl. 2007. Early to mid-Holocene 
glacier fluctuations in Glacier Bay, Alaska.

 � In J. F. Piatt and S. M. Gende, eds., Pro-
ceedings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Sym-
posium, October 26–28, 2004: U.S. Geological 
Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2007-
5047, pp. 54-56.

 � The authors use radiocarbon dating of inter-
stadial trees to reconstruct the history of glacier 
advances in Glacier Bay.

Leopold, A. 1968. A Sand County Almanac, 2nd 
Edition.

 � Oxford University Press, New York, 240 
pp.

 � This is the timeless conservation classic that 
addresses broad philosophical issues surrounding 
hunting, wildlife, and wilderness. Notably, the 
book’s final section worries that political and 
popular support for wild places necessitates rec-
reational and economic uses of these wild places 
which ultimately destroys the very wild places 
we’re trying to save. Sound familiar? It’s the same 
theme as Abbey, Adams and Carwardine, and 
Heacox. This same contradiction, I argue, is at 
the core of motorized recreation in Glacier Bay—
see the Introduction.
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Lewis, M. and C. M. Mobley. 1994. Culturally mod-
ified trees at Bartlett Cove, Glacier Bay National 
Park, Alaska.

 � Charles M. Mobley & Associates, National 
Park Service Alaska Region, 26 pp.

 � Available from administrative staff at Glacier 
Bay.

 � Describes Bartlett Cove trees scarred by the 
Tlingit during the early 1900’s when gathering 
building materials and food. Many of these trees 
remain today, though finding them is increasingly 
difficult.

Lewis, T. 2013. Bear-human management plan.
 � Glacier Bay National Park internal memo, 

108 pp.
 � Available from administrative staff at Glacier 

Bay.
 � Details of the park’s plan to reduce human-

bear conflicts. In addition to outlining prevention 
and response, this memo includes a wealth of 
information about the park’s bear-related history, 
research, and educational guidelines for reducing 
visitor misunderstandings and anxiety.

Lewis, T. M. 2015. Contemporary genetic structure of 
brown bears (Ursus arctos) in a recently deglaciated 
landscape.

 � Journal of Biogeography, vol. 42 pp. 1701-
1713.

 � A fascinating genetic analysis of brown bear 
hair collected from shorelines all over Glacier Bay 
National Park. Tania Lewis finds that the bears 
split into two and possibly three distinct genetic 
populations. As the glaciers receded after the 
Little Ice Age, bears migrated back into the park 
along the shorelines from the east (Haines) and 
the west (Yakutat). These two groups had separate 

genetic signatures. They are now meeting in the 
upper range of the West Arm where a potential 
third group already lived (possibly a fast-moving 
group of early colonizers, or arrivals from else-
where). Their genes will eventually mix as the 
groups interbreed.

Limbaugh, R. H. 1996. John Muir’s “Stickeen” and 
the Lessons of Nature.

 � University of Alaska Press, Fairbanks, 185 pp.
 � Of the many extant versions of Stickeen, 

Ronald Limbaugh does a marvelous job of 
restoring and reconstructing the original 1897 
version over which Muir slaved for many years. 
Before publication in Century Magazine, Muir’s 
original account suffered under the heavy hand of 
his editor Robert Underwood Johnson; but even 
more fascinating is Muir’s own evolving ratio-
nale and structure for the anecdote as outlined 
in this book. In Muir’s 1880 journal entry on the 
harrowing glacier escape, the little dog Stickeen 
receives no mention, but by the 1890’s Muir views 
the dog’s starring role as a vehicle for discussing 
animal intelligence, emotions, and souls. The 
events described take place in Glacier Bay.

MacAyeal, D. R. 1993. Binge/purge oscillations of 
the Laurentide ice sheet as a cause of the North 
Atlantic’s Heinrich events.

 � Paleoceanography, vol. 8, pp. 775–784.
 � The original computer model that explored 

the growth and collapse of the Laurentide as an 
explanation for the episodic glacial erratics found 
in the North Atlantic. Roughly 20,000 years ago, 
Glacier Bay was part of the same continent-cov-
ering ice sheet (technically the Cordilleran Ice 
Sheet that linked to the Laurentide at the Rocky 
Mountains). Similar erratics continue to raft into 
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the ocean every day as Glacier Bay’s tidewater 
glaciers calve rock-filled icebergs.

MacKevett, E. M. Jr., D. A. Brew, C. C. Hawley, L. 
C. Huff, and J. G. Smith. 1971. Mineral resources 
of Glacier Bay National Monument, Alaska.

 � Geological Survey Professional Paper 632, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, 90 pp.

 � The was the politically mandated mineral 
analysis required to turn Glacier Bay National 
Monument into Glacier Bay National Park. 
Gold, silver, nickel, copper, molybdenum, stib-
nite, and more, oh my. I can’t really know, but I 
think the authors wanted the industrial mining 
interests to back off. They start the paper with 
the telling subtitle “A reconnaissance study of the 
mineral deposits and their geologic setting and 
a geochemical sampling program in one of our 
wildest, most beautiful, and most remote national 
monuments.” (Emphasis mine.) Geologists aren’t 
known for publishing subjective assessments of 
beauty in official documents.

Mackovjak, J. 1988. Hope and Hard Work: The Early 
Settlers at Gustavus, Alaska.

 � Goose Cove Press, Santa Barbara, 88 pp.
 � Contains the well-known but probably 

apocryphal story about the naming of Gustavus. 
This book has a nice series of chapters about 
early- to mid-20th-century Gustavus home-
steaders, including the Parker family, whose 
participation in Glacier Bay mining is of note. 
Their LeRoy mine was active at the same time 
as the Ibachs, just a short distance north above 
Ptarmigan Beach. Note Gustavus’ lack of trees 
in the early photographs, as well as the many 
references to farming and cattle, a hardscrabble 

but moderately successful lifestyle that supported 
early residents.

Mackovjak, J. 2010. Navigating Troubled Waters: 
A History of Commercial Fishing in Glacier Bay, 
Alaska.

 � U.S. Department of the Interior, Wash-
ington, 258 pp.

 � A detailed history of the complicated and 
fraught negotiations that largely removed com-
mercial fishing (and crabbing, etc.) from the bay. 
Early pages cover the very interesting Bartlett 
Cove salmon cannery and salting operations. 
Later pages dig into the political negotiations and 
eventual March 19, 2003 compensation of com-
mercial fisherman and related businesses. Some of 
the businesses compensated for the loss of fishing 
revenue will raise eyebrows, like a golf course in 
Gustavus and a liquor store 200 miles away by 
water in Petersburg. As detailed in the book, the 
park granted many individuals non-transferrable 
lifetime access permits. This explains the ongoing 
fishing operations, especially in the Lower Bay in 
the vicinity of Strawberry Island where their very 
loud trawling can keep you up at night. You’ll 
also see their buoys.

Matson, R. O. 1972. Happy Alaskans, We.
 � Goose Cove Press, Santa Barbara, 84 pp.
 � An autobiographical account of Ruth 

Matson, an early Gustavus homesteader who 
arrived as the outpost’s first schoolteacher in 
1930. She has several unique and interesting 
chapters on Glacier Bay.

McClellan, C. 1970. The Girl Who Married the Bear: 
A Masterpiece of Indian Oral Tradition.
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 � Publications in Ethnology, no. 6, National 
Museums of Canada, Ottawa, 58 pp.

 � A meta-analysis of 11 different versions of 
this famous story.

Meaux, J. M. 2013. In Pursuit of Alaska: An 
Anthology of Travelers’ Tales, 1879-1909.

 � University of Washington Press, Seattle, 284 
pp.

 � An excellent collection of first-hand accounts 
from the early days of travel in Alaska, including 
brief biographical introductions to John Muir 
(fairly described as “hyperbolically rhapsodic” 
about Alaska) and Charles Hallock (of whom she 
fairly accuses of promoting “one long blithesome 
holiday” in Hallock’s own words). The preface 
and section introductions are particularly inter-
esting. In one, the author writes, “If Muir were to 
know that the National Park Service now imposes 
a limit of two cruise ships per day into Glacier 
Bay, he might wince.” I can only hope she means 
that Muir would wince that there are any cruises 
inside the bay at all; he did not view kindly the 
casual “blithesome” tourist who refused to leave 
the decks and sample the glaciers firsthand.

Meier, M. F. 1960. Mode of flow of Saskatchewan 
Glacier, Alberta, Canada.

 � U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 351, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
70 pp.

 � Contains the strain field of the glacier, 
clearly showing a monstar in the ice, as noted by 
Nye (1983). I stylized the monstar figure in the 
Reid Inlet chapter after this real pattern. Mark 
Meier drew the strain-rate patterns, but as shown 
by Harper and others (1998), this corresponds 

well with crevasse patterns visible on the surface 
of the glacier.

Merritt, S. 1892. From Ocean to Ocean or Across 
and Around the Country. Being an account of the 
Raymond and Whitcomb Pacific, North West and 
Alaska, Excursion of 1892. Including the Yosemite 
Valley and the Yellowstone Park.

 � Travel journal, Western Manuscript Col-
lections, Huntington Library, San Marino, Cal-
ifornia.

 � A minister from New York City experiences 
the west through the gilded tours of the Ray-
mond and Whitcomb Company. Though chal-
lenged mightily by his contemporaries, Stephen 
Merritt wins the long-winded title contest.

Mesquita, M. d. S., D. E. Atkinson, and K. I. 
Hodges. 2009. Characteristics and variability of 
storm tracks in the North Pacific, Bering Sea, and 
Alaska.

 � Journal of Climate, vol. 23, pp. 294-311.
 � An analysis of every storm in the North 

Pacific from 1948 to 2008, demonstrating that 
the Gulf of Alaska is the ultimate graveyard of 
storms. If you want to know why it’s raining on 
your tent, this is the answer.

Milburn, M. E. 1997. The politics of possession: Louis 
Shotridge and the Tlingit Collections of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Museum.

 � Ph.D. thesis, University of British 
Columbia, Department of Fine Arts.

 � A critical and balanced contextualization 
of Louis Shotridge’s life. Rather than vilifying 
Shotridge as a looter of artifacts, this thesis 
examines his more complicated position at the 
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intersection of two societies, post-colonial Tlingit 
and Western institutions.

Mills, C. and B. M. Bruno. 2015. Glacier Bay Wil-
derness Character Narrative.

 � National Park Service, U.S. Department of 
the Interior, unpublished document. Available 
from administrative staff at Glacier Bay.

 � An official enumeration of Glacier Bay’s wil-
derness qualities and threats to the wilderness. 
“The most recurrent and perceptible threat to 
this quality [solitude], however, is the noise from 
administrative, commercial, and private aircraft 
and boats operating within and outside of wil-
derness.” Yup. The park rarely acknowledges this 
conflict in writing.

Milner, A. M., A. L. Robertson, L. E. Brown, S. 
H. Sonderland, M. McDermott, and A. J. Veal. 
2011. Evolution of a stream ecosystem in recently 
deglaciated terrain.

 � Ecology, 92, pp. 1924-1935.
 � A pioneering study of Stonefly Creek in 

Wachusett Inlet. This long-term research demon-
strated the unexpectedly rapid colonization of a 
brand-new river, first formed as the Plateau Gla-
cier receded in the late 1970’s.

Molnia, B. F., R. D. Karpilo, Jr., and H. S. Pranger. 
2007. Documenting more than a century of Glacier 
Bay landscape evolution with historical photography.

 � In J. F. Piatt and S. M. Gende, eds., Proceed-
ings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Symposium, 
October 26–28, 2004: U.S. Geological Survey 
Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5047, pp. 
60-64.

 � Bruce Molnia reoccupied the photographic 
sites used by Gilbert, Field, Reid and many 

others. By repeating the photography and com-
paring to the old photographs, they give insights 
not only to the retreat of the bay’s glaciers but also 
to the ecological successional changes.

Molnia, B. F. 2008. Glaciers of North America—
Glaciers of Alaska.

 � In R. S. Williams, Jr. and J. G. Ferrigno, 
eds., Satellite image atlas of glaciers of the world: 
U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1386-K, 
525 pp.

 � This book contains an excellent summary 
of the Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve’s 
larger glaciers and the icy history of each major 
inlet. Figure 107 on page 133 has a nice overview 
of approximate terminus positions through time.

Monteith, D., C. Connor, G. Streveler, and W. 
Howell. 2007. Geology and oral history—Comple-
mentary views of a former Glacier Bay landscape.

 � In J. F. Piatt and S. M. Gende, eds., Proceed-
ings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Symposium, 
October 26–28, 2004: U.S. Geological Survey 
Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5047, pp. 
50-53.

 � Another great combination of Tlingit oral 
history and geomorphology that results in a 
speculative map of the Lower Bay as it existed 
around 1700. Connor and others (2009) present 
the same information but in much greater detail.

Monteith, D. 2017. Understanding landscape change 
using oral histories and Tlingit place-names.

 � In S. J. Ray and J. Maier, eds. Critical Norths: 
Space, Nature, Theory, University of Alaska Press, 
Fairbanks, pp. 269-285.

 � Another interesting assessment of the inter-
section between Western science and Tlingit oral 
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histories and place names. “We need to be taking 
these histories more seriously,” Daniel Monteith 
says, “if we hope to protect the ecological integ-
rity of the North, which is often framed as the 
‘last’ frontier or ‘last’ bit of wilderness on the 
planet.”

Morse, F. 1908. The recession of the glaciers of Glacier 
Bay, Alaska.

 � National Geographic Magazine, vol. 19, pp. 
76-78.

 � For nine years, Glacier Bay remained largely 
inaccessible to the tour boats that scientists relied 
upon for transport. After the bay-choking ice-
bergs cleared, Fremont Morse caught a ride with 
Captain Carroll on the SS Spokane and described 
what he saw—massive glacier retreat. Interest-
ingly, Lars Netland, the surveyor whose name 
graces the islands at the mouth of Berg Bay, drew 
the map that accompanies Morse’s paper.

Morris, I. D. 1901. A Pacific Coast Vacation.
 � The Abbey Press, London, 255 pp.
 � A travelogue of the classic Southeast Alaska 

steamship cruise. Ida Morris’ analyses aren’t the 
most insightful, but this is a good example of a 
wealthy turn-of-the-century woman visiting and 
then writing about Glacier Bay.

Moss, M. B. 2019. Personal communications.
 � Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve cul-

tural anthropologist Mary Beth Moss notes that 
ground squirrels and marmots have very similar 
names in Tlingit, possibly creating confusion 
about the presence of ground squirrels in Glacier 
Bay (there are none). Ground Squirrel Mountain 
(Mount Fairweather) might be Marmot Moun-
tain instead.

Motyka, R. J., C. F. Larsen, J. T. Freymueller, and 
K. A. Echelmeyer. 2007. Post little ice age rebound 
in the Glacier Bay Region.

 � In J. F. Piatt and S. M. Gende, eds., Proceed-
ings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Symposium, 
October 26–28, 2004: U.S. Geological Survey 
Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5047, pp. 
57-59.

 � A study showing that Glacier Bay has the 
highest rates of isostatic rebound in the world, 
over an inch per year at the entrance to Muir 
Inlet for example. Come back next year and the 
beaches will be bigger and longer. And the year 
after that. And… The total uplift in the Berg Bay 
area has been almost 20 feet. If you ever won-
dered why the bay has such great raised beaches 
for camping, here’s the answer.

Mugford, R. I. and J. A. Dowdeswell. 2011. Mod-
eling glacial meltwater plume dynamics and sedi-
mentation in high-latitude fjords.

 � Journal of Geophysical Research, vol. 116, 20 
pp.

 � A computer model of the crazy high sed-
imentation rates and deposition in McBride 
Inlet. Peak midsummer rates of accumulation are 
roughly 75 feet per year during slack neap tides. 
If that lasted all year instead of only during the 
summer, the inlet would disappear in short order.

 � Yours truly did not participate in this 
research, but I was a founding member of the 
“Delta Force” SedFlux modeling team that 
developed much of the code used in this study. 
Like the Tlingit tracing their ancestry to Gla-
cier Bay through important at.óow, I can find 
teeny-tiny fingerprints of my heritage buried in 
the science of McBride Inlet. By the way, the 
imperious-sounding Delta Force got its name 
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because SedFlux can simulate the deposition of 
river deltas, and for physicists the Greek symbol 
for Delta (Δ) represents small changes, in this 
case increments of sediment under the influence 
of fluid flow forces. Got it? Right? We scientists 
are hilarious pun-filled folk at heart. (In lieu of 
laughs, we also accept hugs.)

Muir, J. 1891. Alaska.
 � In Alaska via Northern Pacific R.R., bro-

chure, pp. 3-17.
 � This is Muir at his grandest, an exceptionally 

gifted writer with exquisite and nearly unrivaled 
prose that made him the darling of the modern 
environmental movement. Muir covers the same 
material elsewhere but with less over-the-top elo-
quence, such as in the more detailed but heavily 
edited Travels in Alaska. Note: despite their bro-
chure, the railroad did not go to Alaska. The 
trains stopped in Seattle, Tacoma, and Portland 
where passengers could transfer to steamship. 
They most likely paid Muir for this promotional 
piece.

Muir, J. 1893. Alaska.
 � American Geologist, volume 11, pp. 287-299.
 � A slightly reworked repeat of his 1891 Alaska 

(above). Muir’s tendency to reuse, rewrite, and 
republish material is well known. In this case, he 
turns an original promotional piece into a more 
respectable journal article. Although beautifully 
descriptive, the article lacks any real science, 
especially when compared to other pieces in the 
same issue.

Muir, J. 1897. An Adventure with a Dog and a Gla-
cier.

 � Century Magazine, volume 54, pp. 769-776.

 � Skip this one until after reading John Muir’s 
Stickeen (1909, below) and Limblaugh (1996). 
This is the highly edited “adventure version” of 
Stickeen that removed much of Muir’s philosoph-
ical musings about animals and souls.

Muir, J. 1909. Stickeen.
 � Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 70 

pp.
 � Note: many versions of this book exist, 

mostly as sub-par children’s adaptations but also 
as a heavily edited 1897 version titled An Adven-
ture with a Dog and a Glacier. Try to purchase 
the 1909 edition, currently published by Heyday 
books; or even better read Muir’s original version 
in Limbaugh (1996, see above). Muir repeats the 
story of Stickeen in Travels in Alaska, but that 
late-in-life version is a mere echo of the richer 
original.

 � This is the beautiful autobiographical 
story of a man and the “small and worthless” 
dog that won him over. The main events take 
place in Glacier Bay on the Brady (aka Taylor) 
Glacier. Years later, Muir credited the scruffy 
Stickeen with guiding his thoughts on animal 
rights, but to avoid looking like a radical, his 
longtime editor Robert Underwood Johnson 
discouraged Muir from being forward about 
these opinions, suggesting that it would hurt 
Muir’s burgeoning environmental movement. 
This 1909 version by Muir restores some but 
not all the edited material. For the extra details 
(e.g., the Huna’s view of glaciers as animated by 
spirits to be appeased by sacrificing slaves) and 
for the many philosophical musings, I prefer his 
original 1897 version which has been carefully 
reconstructed by Ronald Limbaugh (1996). See 
Limbaugh’s book above, and if at all intrigued, 
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purchase that edition instead—read the story 
(chapter 5), then start at the beginning for a 
marvelous analysis.

Muir, J. 1910. A letter from John Muir to S. Hall 
Young, 1910 May 31.

 � The John Muir Newsletter, vol. 1, introduced 
by Bruce Merrell.

 � This is the only surviving letter from Muir 
to his good friend and Glacier Bay companion, 
Samuel Hall Young. Muir criticizes Young’s rec-
ollection of events.

Muir, J. 1912. Edward Henry Harriman.
 � Doubleday, Page and Company, Garden 

City, 39 pp.
 � Muir’s eulogy of the railroad baron Har-

riman, benefactor of the Harriman Expedition 
that visited Glacier Bay in 1899.

Muir, J. 1915. Travels in Alaska.
 � Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 329 

pp.
 � Deciphering Muir’s location in the West 

Arm can be a puzzle that slowly unravels as you 
paddle along the coast with him. Feel free to 
skip forward to the chapters covering Glacier 
Bay, but when finished, characters like Toyatte, 
Kloh Kutz, and Young might entice you to start 
from the beginning. Published posthumously, 
Muir wrote this autobiographical account in the 
last two years of his life, and when he died, the 
unfinished manuscript was on his bedside table. 
Sadly, the narrative cuts off in the middle of his 
1890 adventure, incomplete but nearly finished.

Muir, J. 1938. John of the Mountains: The Unpub-
lished Journals of John Muir.

 � Edited by L. M. Wolfe, University of Wis-
consin Press, Madison, 459 pp.

 � Published 23 years after his death, this is 
a collection of Muir’s diary and journal entries 
that did not make it into his many other books. 
This includes many Glacier Bay vignettes. Some 
of these might have found a permanent home 
in Travels in Alaska (1915) had he finished that 
masterpiece, but other passages were no doubt 
rejected as irrelevant or flawed. Especially nice 
are the sections that show his deep love of the 
dog Stickeen who followed him onto the park’s 
Brady Glacier. The section on the 1899 Harriman 
Expedition contains details published nowhere 
else. The writings on his 1890 visit includes dis-
jointed notes collected from random scraps of 
paper stuffed into an envelope with the label 
“Alaska sled-trip, 1890.”

Muir, J. 1993. Letters from Alaska.
 � Edited by Robert Engberg and Bruce Merrell.
 � University of Alaska Press, Fairbanks, 115 pp.
 � Don’t let the publication date fool you. This 

is a collection of late 1800’s dispatches published 
primarily in the San Francisco Daily Evening Bul-
letin newspaper. This volume’s editors preface 
each letter with helpful context and interpreta-
tion. Muir’s Travels in Alaska revisits most of this 
material and might be a better choice for the 
uninitiated, but as noted by Engberg and Mer-
rell, these letters provide a less-adulterated and 
more immediate window into Muir’s thinking 
before subsequent editors sanitized the content 
and before Muir himself reimagined his journeys.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. 2018. United States Coast Pilot 8, Alaska: 
Dixon Entrance to Cape Spencer, 40th Edition.
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 � U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash-
ington, 410 pp.

 � The Coast Pilot supplements official NOAA 
charts by adding context, navigational informa-
tion, anchorages, docking information, sum-
maries of applicable laws, etc. Kayakers needn’t 
bother bringing a copy on the water, but there 
are a handful of useful tidbits like the Bartlett 
Cove call sign KWM-20 which monitors channel 
16 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm daily. Available at 
nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/publications/coast-pilot/
index.html with frequent updates.

National Park Service. 1983. Glacier Bay: A Guide 
to Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, Alaska.

 � National Park Handbook 123, U.S. Park Ser-
vice Division of Publications, 128 pp.

 � An “official” handbook to the park, out of 
print and from an era now long gone. The short 
text has multiple uncredited authors, but Ruth 
Kirk’s contribution in Part II features Austin Post 
and the Growler, a man and a boat near and dear 
to many glaciologists.

National Park Service. 2003. Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) for Vessel Quotas and 
Operating Requirements in Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve, Volumes I and II.

 � Far more than a dry discussion of vessel 
quotas, this also includes archaeological 
resources, camping restrictions, air quality, 
soundscape, marine mammals, and just about 
everything else that could in some way interact 
with a vessel.

National Park Service. 2018. Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve Compendium.

 � https://www.nps.gov/glba/learn/manage-
ment/regs.htm, US Government Publ. Office.

 � When the Code of Federal Regulations gives a 
park superintendent the authority to set or refine 
various rules, then Glacier Bay lists them here. 
Superb material for insomniacs who need a good 
night’s rest.

Neuendorf, K. E., J. P. Mehl, Jr., and J. A. Jackson. 
2011. Glossary of Geology, Fifth Edition (revised).

 � American Geosciences Institute, Alexandria, 
800 pp.

 � The final word on all geologic and many 
geographic terms.

Nye, J. F. 1983. Monstars on glaciers.
 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 29, pp. 70-77.
 � The scientific discovery of lemons, stars, and 

monstars on glaciers. Really. And yes, the spelling 
is correct; it’s a portmanteau of lemon and star. 
Expect tensors and related mathematics, and 
frankly, a confusingly abrupt analysis. Regard-
less, it’s a classic.

Oberg, K. 1973. The Social Economy of the Tlingit 
Indians.

 � American Ethnological Society, Monograph 
55, Seattle.

 � Describes potlatches and blames the fur 
trade for their decline. The date is somewhat 
misleading because this was originally Kalervo 
Oberg’s 1933 PhD dissertation.

Olson, R. L. 1967. Social Structure and Social Life 
of the Tlingit in Alaska.

 � Anthropological Records, vol. 36. University 
of California Press, Berkeley, 123 pp.
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 � Contains many interesting myths and stories 
pertaining to the Huna and other Tlingit tribes. 
Notably, this book contains one of the many 
versions of “The Man Who Killed His Sleep,” 
aka Kaakex’wtí’s story. Many of the stories and 
historical notes focus on Glacier Bay’s Kaagwaan-
taan clan, including their origin story and the 
theft of a slave from Angoon that nearly started 
a war. Olson also relates some lesser known 
Chookaneidí legends and Kaagwaantaan clan 
crest stories.

Orth, D. J. 1967. Dictionary of Alaska place names.
 � Geological Survey Professional Paper 567, 

U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
1097 pp.

 � Locations and explanations for every place 
name in Alaska as of 1967. Many names have 
changed since that time.

Pacific Coast Steamship Company. 1888. All About 
Alaska.

 � Goodall, Perkins & Company, San Fran-
cisco, 62 pp.

 � The steamship company’s brochure pro-
moting their Inside Passage tours that departed 
Seattle for Victoria, Wrangell, Juneau, Glacier 
Bay, and Sitka with assorted other mail stops. 
Among other marketing gems, they suggest you 
might be lucky enough to see “The City of the 
Icebergs” within Glacier Bay, a clear reference to 
Dick Willoughby’s Phantom City scam.

Pacific Coast Steamship Company. 1892. All About 
Alaska.

 � Goodall, Perkins & Company, San Fran-
cisco, 72 pp.

 � A very similar brochure to the above, but 
they invoke photographic “evidence” of Wil-
loughby’s city floating above Glacier Bay.

Partridge, S., T. Smith, and T. Lewis. 2009. Black 
and brown bear activity at selected coastal sites in 
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, Alaska: 
A preliminary assessment using noninvasive pro-
cedures.

 � Open File Report 2009-1169, U.S. Geological 
Survey, Reston, 62 pp.

 � To reduce human-bear conflicts, the authors 
collected evidence of bear activity at 162 camp-
sites within Glacier Bay. The conclusions show 
that human group size, activity, and response 
have as much to do with encounters as the bear 
populations themselves.

Paul Voelckers-MRV: Angoon Clan House Restoration 
Collection.

 � Alaska State Library Historical Collection, 
processed September 2012.

 � Photo of the wrecked SS Favorite and 
accounts of the Angoon bombardment survivors.

Pfeffer, W. T. 2007. The Opening of a new Land-
scape: Columbia Glacier at Mid-retreat.

 � American Geophysical Union, Washington 
DC, 96 pp.

 � An excellent and accessible discussion of 
tidewater glaciers and their calving instabili-
ties. The focus is the Columbia Glacier, further 
north in Alaska, but many of the same players 
discussed in Pfeffer’s book worked in Glacier 
Bay—Post, Field, Gilbert, Reid, etc. Tad Pfeffer 
has an excellent grasp of both the observational 
side of glaciology and the mathematical physics, 
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combining this with talented writing and beau-
tiful photographs. 

Piatt, J. F. and S. M. Gende (eds.). 2007. Proceed-
ings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Symposium, 
October 26–28, 2004.

 � U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investiga-
tions Report 2007-5047, 246 pp.

 � Many excellent papers fill this volume 
including the Tidal Inlet hazard assessments, the 
cultural ecology of berry picking by the Tlingit, 
rates of post-glacial rebound, bear incident 
studies, harbor seal decline studies, reconstruc-
tions of the Lower Bay from geology and Tlingit 
oral histories, etc. Some of the more salient arti-
cles are listed separately in this appendix.

 � The First (1983), Second (1988), and Third 
(1993) Symposiums might also be of interest. As 
of 2020, the Fourth Symposium was the last, 
(highly unfortunate imho).

Plafker, G. and W. Thatcher. 2008. Geological and 
Geophysical Evaluation of the Mechanisms of the 
Great 1899 Yakutat Bay Earthquakes.

 � In J. T. Freymueller and others, eds., Amer-
ican Geophysical Union Geophysical Monograph 
Series, vol. 179, pp. 215-236.

 � An analysis of the series of magnitude 8.1 
and 8.2 quakes that shattered the terminus of 
the Muir Glacier while raising parts of the nearby 
Yakutat shoreline by 47 feet. They conclude that 
the quake did not release all relevant stress and 
that “regional seismic hazard is currently signif-
icant.” Sobering.

Post, A. 1969. Distribution of surging glaciers in 
Western North America.

 � Journal of Glaciology, vol. 8, pp. 229-240.

 � In all of North America, surging glaciers are 
most common right here in the park and in the 
surrounding St. Elias-Fairweather Mountains.

Post, A., S. O’Neel, R. J. Motyka, and G. Streveler. 
2011. A complex relationship between calving gla-
ciers and climate.

 � EOS Transactions, vol. 92, pp. 305-312.
 � I hopefully drilled this point home within 

Volumes 2 and 3, but if you’d like more, this article 
discusses why calving glaciers are not always a 
reliable indicator of climate change, while non-
calving glaciers that end above sea level are very 
reliable indicators of climate. Still—and this is 
important!—any seemingly stable tidewater gla-
ciers will eventually retreat off their shoals and 
calve backwards when climate change starves 
them of ice. It just might take a while.

Reid, H. F. 1892. Studies of Muir Glacier, Alaska.
 � 1892, National Geographic Magazine, vol. 4, 

no. 5. pp. 321-330.
 � This harks back to a time when National 

Geographic was primarily a scientific publication. 
Among the “Officers of the National Geographic 
Society” listed at the beginning of the article, you 
might recognize zoologist Clinton Hart Merriam 
of Mount Merriam in Queen Inlet, explorer 
Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore of Scidmore Bay, and 
geologist Grove Carl Gilbert of the Gilbert Pen-
insula. Another officer, the famous geographer 
and cartographer Henry Gannett, visited as part 
of the 1899 Harriman Expedition that included 
Muir, Merriam, and Gilbert. Reid also credits 
descriptions and photographs from “Miss E.R. 
Scidmore” that assisted with his analysis. This 
was a high powered and well-traveled group of 
mutual friends and colleagues.
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Reid, H. F. 1896. Glacier Bay and its glaciers.
 � U.S. Geological Survey 16th Annual Report, 

Part 1, pp. 415-461.
 � Excellent for historical context. Written 

by the bay’s first real glaciologist and includes 
the wonderful map accompanying the chapter 
Pedantic Nautical Chart Info.

Rickard, T. A. 1909. Through the Yukon and Alaska.
 � Mining and Scientific Press, San Francisco, 

392 pp.
 � Among many other details about Southeast 

Alaska, Rickard rather ruthlessly rips apart Dick 
Willoughby’s account of Glacier Bay’s Silent City 
with an amusing diatribe against the infamous 
liar and his accomplice Miner Bruce.

Roberts, E. 1895. Fish-nets and Glaciers.
 � The Overland Monthly, vol. 5 (February), 

pp. 139-158.
 � Another satisfied visitor relating nearly 

the same stories as every other turn-of-the-cen-
tury Alaskan steamship tourist travelogue. As if 
agreeing, Edwards Roberts expressed dismay that 
everyone he met in Portland, Tacoma, Seattle, 
and Victoria simply assumed he was going to 
Alaska, as if it were the most everyday humdrum 
thing to do. At that point, it pretty much was. 
Roberts’ writing exemplifies the 1890’s mantra 
that the U.S. territory of Alaska exceeded the 
scenery of everywhere else on the planet. “It may 
be said with truth that Alaska has more natural 
grandeur than any other State or territory, while 
many of its aspects are superior to those offered 
by Norway and Switzerland, two countries hith-
erto supposed to possess unrivaled scenic attrac-
tions.” Truthful, perhaps, but like his peers, this 
was tinged with patriotism.

Rohr, D.M. and R.B. Blodgett. 2013. Silurian trop-
ical marine shelf to basin transition at Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve: The “exotic” Alexander 
Terrane of Alaska.

 � Journal of Geography (Chigaku Zasshi), vol. 
122, pp. 905-911.

 � Presents the fossil-based argument for the 
Siberian origins of the Willoughby Limestone 
and Alexander Terrane in Glacier Bay.

Rohr, D. M. and R. B. Blodgett. 2001. Kirkospira, a 
new Silurian gastropod from Glacier Bay, South-
eastern Alaska.

 � U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 
1678, pp. 117-120.

 � The discovery of a new fossil species at 
Johnson Cove. Interestingly, F. E. Wright col-
lected the sample in 1906, but its analysis waited 
almost a century.

Rossman, D. L. 1959. Geology and ore deposits in the 
Reid Inlet area, Glacier Bay, Alaska.

 � Geological Survey Bulletin 1058-B, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, 59 pp.

 � This one’s for hard rock geology nerds, espe-
cially those that like gold.

Rossman, D. L. 1963. Geology of the eastern part of the 
Mount Fairweather quadrangle Glacier Bay, Alaska.

 � Geological Survey Bulletin 1121-K, United 
States Government Printing Office, Washington, 
57 pp.

 � The first expansive survey of Glacier Bay’s 
geology. Previous efforts covered much smaller 
areas, like Reid Inlet. The study includes nice 
summaries of the Willoughby fossiliferous lime-
stone, and the valuable mineral deposits known 
at that time. Oddly, though Willoughby Island 
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is mostly limestone, some igneous dikes include 
sulfides with silver. An unknown miner tapped 
out the silver by the early 1900’s.

Rumore, G. M. 2009. A Natural Laboratory, a 
National Monument: Carving out a Place for Sci-
ence in Glacier Bay, Alaska, 1879-1959.

 � PhD dissertation, University of Minnesota, 
307 pp.

 � As scientists explored Glacier Bay, their 
studies adapted to the peculiarities of this 
remote place, requiring both an acclimatization 
to the bay’s difficult weather and the unique 
social environment. Glaciologists and ecologists 
interacted, and their methodologies changed as 
a result. Rumore discusses the conflict between 
local studies of a single place (e.g., a lone plot, 
or a solitary glacier in Glacier Bay) versus wider 
applicability around the world.

Russell, I. C. 1891. An expedition to Mount St. Elias.
 � National Geographic Magazine, vol. 3, pp. 

2-20.
 � Although primarily about his famous travels 

to the Yakutat region, Russell also mentions his 
travels aboard the SS Queen with Captain Car-
roll at the helm and his exceedingly short visit 
to Glacier Bay and the Muir Glacier in 1890. 
Although not stated in this article, John Muir 
was on board the Queen as well. Muir mentions 
Russell’s presence in his book Travels to Alaska; 
and Russell eludes to their conversations aboard 
the Queen in an 1893 letter to Muir.

Russell, I. C. 1893. Letter from Israel C. Russell to 
John Muir.

 � John Muir Correspondence Collection, Ban-
croft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

 � References John Muir’s and Israel Russel’s 
conversations on the SS Queen in 1890.

Russell, I. C. 1897. Glaciers of North America: A 
Reading Lesson for Students of Geography and 
Geology.

 � Ginn & Company, Boston, 111 pp.
 � The namesake of Russell Island published 

this seminal work on the categorization and 
mechanics of glaciers. There’s a well-written 
chapter on the Muir Glacier, but Russell gleaned 
most of the details from Reid’s studies, admitting 
that he spent only a few hours in Glacier Bay.

Ruth, M. M. 2013. Rare Bird: Pursuing the Mystery 
of the Marbled Murrelet.

 � Mountaineers Books, Seattle, 310 pp.
 � Filled with fantastic facts, history, and nat-

uralist essentials, this is a fun and wonderfully 
written story about the rare seabird; but it’s also 
about the author’s sometimes-humorous, some-
times-frustrating obsession with the marbled 
murrelet. If you enjoy birds at all, this would 
make a wonderful read on a kayaking trip.

San Francisco Examiner. 1886. She Struck on a Rock.
 � The story of the SS Ancon’s collision with 

Ancon Rock off Point Gustavus with Captain 
Carroll at the helm.

Scidmore, E. R. 1885. Alaska, Its Southern Coast and 
the Sitkan Archipelago.

 � D. Lothrop and Company, Boston, 333 pp.
 � Written at a time when women did not 

adventure travel, certainly did not visit Alaska, and 
most especially did not explore the wilds without 
the company of a man, Eliza Scidmore defied 
conventions, traveling only with a small troupe 
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of women and firing off a series of well-received 
travelogues to the St. Louis Globe-Democrat and the 
New York Times. She later edited and compiled the 
letters into this book, capturing a wonderful snap-
shot of 1880’s Alaska, though not without Tlingit 
biases common to the era (see Gmelch, 2008). 
Hidden in the narrative are small tidbits of his-
tory otherwise lost to the world—her bequeathed 
island, the strawberries of Dick Willoughby’s 
garden, the quixotic behavior of Kloh Kutz, and 
the otherwise unknown tidal wave that destroyed 
the Huna Tlingit town at Bartlett Cove sometime 
before the Little Ice Age destroyed the town again.

Scidmore, E. R. 1893. The First District of Alaska 
from Prince Frederick Sound to Yakutat Bay.

 � In Population and Resources of Alaska at 
the Eleventh Census 1890. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, pp. 42-53.

 � As one of the premier experts on Southeast 
Alaska, the Census Bureau asked Scidmore to 
summarize the features of northern Southeast 
Alaska. (Miner Bruce wrote about the southern 
half of Southeast Alaska.) There are many histor-
ical tidbits hidden in here, including a reference 
to the six Huna sea otter hunters who died when 
washed away by a calving tsunami at the Muir 
Glacier. Especially interesting is that she refers to 
Muir’s cabin as “Captain Carroll’s House.”

 � The following sentence deserves special 
unpacking. “The Hunas declare them [John 
Muir and Samuel Hall Young] to be the first 
white men ever seen in that bay, which has been 
a special preserve of seal and otter for their tribe 
for generations.” First, this is incorrect about 
Muir and Young. Second Charles Wood’s 1892 
publication has the Huna saying essentially the 
same thing about him; a curious coincidence? 

Third, this is a very early acknowledgment that 
the Huna regarded Glacier Bay as their personal 
ice box/refrigerator/bread basket. Fourth, more 
modern interviews with Hoonah residents sug-
gest that the Huna treated otters as pests inside 
the bay and that they hunted them to low num-
bers to avoid competition for food while instead 
allowing the otter to thrive on the outer coast 
(e.g., Deur and Thornton, 2014); the historical 
accuracy of this point is unclear, but Scidmore’s 
account is probably more accurate since otter 
were hunted inside the bay as noted by many 
other authors.

Scidmore, E. R. 1896. Appletons’ Guide-Book to 
Alaska and the Northwest Coast.

 � D. Appleton and Company, New York, 156 
pp.

 � The original guidebook to Glacier Bay and 
to the Alaska coast, written by the indomitable 
and adventurous Eliza Scidmore. Only one 
chapter covers the bay, but she has much to say 
about the famed boundary dispute, Sitka, Tlingit 
culture, and much more.

Scidmore, E. R. 1896. The Discovery of Glacier Bay, 
Alaska.

 � National Geographic Magazine, vol. 7, pp. 
140-146.

 � An account of the bay’s explorers and dis-
coverers, written by a woman who was there in 
the early years and knew or interviewed many 
of the players.

Scidmore, E. R. 1898. The Northwest Passes to the 
Yukon.

 � National Geographic Magazine, vol. 9, pp. 
105-112.
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 � Discusses Kloh Kutz, Whidbey, George 
Davidson, Beardslee, C. E. S. Wood, and others 
in the context of trade within the Chilkat and 
Chilkoot territories of Lynn Canal near Glacier 
Bay National Park. Kloh Kutz and the Chilkat 
kept a careful monopoly on travel and trade 
within their territories, notably controlling access 
to the Yukon gold fields.

Schroeder, R. F. and M. Kookesh. 1990. Subsistence 
harvest and use of fish and wildlife resources and 
the effects of forest management in Hoonah, Alaska.

 � Technical Paper Number 142, Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, Juneau, 326 pp.

 � Using interviews conducted in the late 
1980’s with Huna elders, the authors reconstruct 
traditional subsistence use in Glacier Bay and 
surrounding areas. There’s a brief discussion of 
possible park sanctioned burning of fish and seal 
camps within Glacier Bay, but there’s little evi-
dence. The biggest indictment is against the old-
growth logging within Native Corporation land 
and Tongass National Forest (the forests all about 
Glacier Bay, including Excursion Inlet); this hurt 
subsistence harvests, negatively impacted wild-
life, fragmented habitat, etc. Obviously, Glacier 
Bay also takes heat for the elimination of tra-
ditional harvests within the park. The authors 
discuss Kaasteen and quote her story at length. 
Note that they associate Kaasteen with the grand-
mother rather than the granddaughter (as told 
for example in both versions in Dauenhauer and 
Dauenhauer, 1987). This could reflect an older 
or different version of the oral history, as told 
to them by several individuals noted in the text.

Schwatka, F. 1886. Wonderland; or Alaska and the 
Inside Passage.

 � Rand, McNally & Co., Chicago, 96 pp.
 � Lieutenant Frederick Gustavus Schwatka 

gives a rather reductive and redundant accounting 
of his travels through Glacier Bay, choosing to 
quote Scidmore, Wood, and others rather than 
describe the passage in his own words. Sent 
to Alaska by the US Army to scout the Yukon 
River, his biggest contribution was not original 
exploration of Southeast Alaska, of which he did 
precious little, but the popularization of the Last 
Frontier through his many books. His middle 
name appears to be a coincidence.

Sea Grant Alaska. 1998. Common Clams, Cockles, 
Scallops, Oysters of Alaska.

 � University of Alaska, Fairbanks, poster 
downloaded 2019, https://seagrant.uaf.edu/book-
store/pubs/SG-ED-30.html.

 � Descriptions of each bivalve that you’re 
likely to encounter along with warnings about 
PSP. This includes a ranking of most dangerous to 
least dangerous bivalves, but the lesson is simple. 
Don’t eat.

Seitz, J. 1959. Geology of Geikie Inlet area, Glacier 
Bay, Alaska.

 � U.S. Geological Survey, Bulletin 1058-C, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, 117 pp.

 � Details the hard rock geology of Geikie but 
contains interesting unrelated tidbits like refer-
ring to Charpentier Inlet as Favorite Fiord, a 
record of rainy days versus cloudy days (recalling 
Beardslee’s efforts to do the same), references 
to safe anchorages in coves that are no longer 
accessible due to isostatic rebound, and a list of 
the inlet’s wildlife—most notable for its lack of 
brown bears and for stated efforts to exterminate 
the harbor seals.
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Seward, W. H. 1969. Our North Pacific States: 
Speeches of William H. Seward in Alaska, Van-
couver, and Oregon.

 � Philp & Solomons, Washington DC, 31 pp.
 � This includes an August 12, 1869 cheer-

leading speech to the citizens of Sitka, Alaska, 
“the pioneers, the advanced guard, of the future 
population of Alaska.” He revels in the fine and 
salubrious weather of Southeast Alaska that he 
had purchased on their behalf. Good thing he 
left before October.

Sharman, L., B. Eichenlaub, D. Van Leeuwen, S. 
Croll, J.S. Grover, G. Lenhart and P. Hooge. 
2004. NPS Alaska Coastal Resources Inventory 
and Mapping Field Protocol - The Polygon Method 
- Developed at Glacier Bay National Park and Pre-
serve 1997-1998.

 � Unpublished document. Available from 
administrative staff at Glacier Bay.

 � Documentation for the Coastal Resource 
Inventory and Mapping Program. Additional 
details found in the published companion paper 
Proceedings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Sym-
posium, October 26–28, 2004 edited by J. F. Piatt 
and S. M. Gende.

Sharnhorst, G. 2008. Kate Field: The Many Lives of 
a Nineteenth-Century American Journalist.

 � Syracuse University Press, Syracuse, 306 pp.
 � A biography of one of the many fiercely inde-

pendent “New Women” who visited Glacier Bay 
in the mold of Eliza Scidmore. See Field (1888).

Sharp, R. P. 1988. Living Ice: Understanding Glaciers 
and Glaciation.

 � Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
225 pp.

 � No reading list for Glacier Bay could be 
complete without a reference to the super-cool 
science of glaciers, but unfortunately and sur-
prisingly, there are no modern-era introductions 
intended for general consumption. This one, 
written mostly in the 1950’s by the Ph.D. advisor 
of my Ph.D. advisor (so very dated, ahem), gives 
an acceptable primer that fits nicely in a kayak. 
The title is especially apt given the Tlingits’ many 
references to glacier sentience.

 � But warning, ignore the last chapter! Rip it 
out, throw it away, burn it, hide it from your 
eyes. Sharp completed his text waaay before we 
understood climate change, and as you would 
expect, we don’t anticipate a boom in Florida 
real estate as sea level falls. The science of glaci-
ology has progressed substantially over the many 
intervening decades, so please keep that in mind 
as well, please!

Sherwonit, B. 2016. Alaska’s Bears: Grizzlies, Black 
Bears, and Polar Bears, Revised Edition.

 � Alaska Northwest Books, Portland, 102 pp.
 � A well-written, useful introduction to the 

basics of all three bears that live in Alaska.

Skillman, D. 1998. Adventure Kayaking: Trips in 
Glacier Bay.

 � Wilderness Press, Berkeley. 153 pp.
 � An out-of-print guide that focuses on sets 

of specific trips within the bay. Some of his 
suggested paddling trips have changed due to 
retreating ice, infill, and uplift. As such, it’s an 
interesting testament of the rapid changes in rec-
reation within the bay.

Smith, T., T. D. DeBruyn, T. Lewis, R. Yerxa, and 
S. T. Paterson. 2003. Bear-human interactions at 
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Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve: Conflict 
risk assessment.

 � Alaska Park Science, vol. 2, National Park 
Service, 6 pp.

 � Who is responsible for bear encounters? 
They find that black and brown bear encoun-
ters are equally common, but they also note 
that people instigated or precipitated twice as 
many encounters as the bears, and 42% of all 
encounters involved human food; not surpris-
ingly given the previous stats, 85% of all encoun-
ters are between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. The lesson? 
Keep a clean, food-free camp and sleep well. 
Incidentally, their data show more bears in the 
West Arm than the East Arm, at least in the 
early 2000’s.

Still, J. C. 1988. Bureau if Mines Mineral Inves-
tigations in the Juneau Mining District, Alaska, 
1984-1988. Volume 2. Detailed Mine, prospect, 
and Mineral Occurrence Descriptions. Section B, 
Glacier Bay Subarea.

 � Department of the Interior, U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington, 69 pp.

 � This report identifies the most valuable min-
eral deposits within the park. Roughly in order, 
these are the Brady nickel deposits, the Orange 
Point copper deposits (Johns Hopkins Inlet, part 
of the Tarr Inlet Suture Zone), the Margerie Gla-
cier copper deposits (part of the Tarr Inlet Suture 
Zone), The Nunatak molybdenum deposits, a 
“massive chalcopyrite deposit” above Rendu Inlet 
(north of Mount Abdallah), and the well-known 
Reid Inlet/Ptarmigan Beach gold deposits. Each 
of these contain many more metals than those 
listed above, including silver, zinc, lead, iron, etc. 
Earlier reports (e.g. MacKevett, 1971) also iden-
tified the Alaska Chief area above Ripple Cove 

and the Rendu silver deposits (near the entrance 
of the inlet) as valuable loads.

Swanton, J. R. 1905. Types of Haida and Tlingit 
Myths.

 � American Anthropologist, vol 7, pp. 94-103.
 � John Swanton discusses similar myths 

shared by both the Tlingit and Haida that lives 
further south. Of special note is the story “The 
Ground-hog Mountain” that appears to be a Gla-
cier Bay T’akdeintaan story referring to Mount 
Fairweather. Ground hogs in this Tlingit context 
are marmots.

Swanton, J. R. 1908. Haida Texts.
 � Memoirs of the American Museum of Natural 

History, vol 14, edited by Franz Boas, pp. 273-812.
 � A long collection of Haida stories and 

myths, including “Story of a Shaman at Klulē’t” 
which appears to be the details of the Haida ver-
sion of “The Ground-hog Mountain” referenced 
in Swanton (1905). The Tlingit version of the 
story is apparently unpublished and presumed 
lost.

Swanton, J. R. 1909. Tlingit Myths and Texts.
 � Bureau of Ethnology Bulletin 39, Govern-

ment Printing Office, Washington, 451 pp.
 � A fascinating collection of Tlingit stories 

recorded by an anthropologist working for the 
Smithsonian Institution. Swanton wanted to 
capture these important myths before colonial 
influences irrevocably altered Tlingit cultures 
and traditions. According to Cruikshank (2005) 
most of these stories were told by Deikinaak’w, a 
Huna Kaagwaantaan clan member. Not surpris-
ingly, many stories apply directly or indirectly to 
Glacier Bay. Cruikshank also identifies another 



47BiBliography and literature review

story teller Kadachan as one of John Muir’s guides 
(Cruikshank, 2005, pg. 37). Swanton’s wonderful 
book—long out of print but available as hardcover 
reproductions—includes origin stories for several 
Huna clans, the creation of the world by Raven, 
men and women who married eagles, bears, frogs, 
a cameo by Kaasteen—who in this version angers 
the glacier by wishing her father could own it—the 
ritual killing of ten Huna slaves after building a 
Kaagwaantaan clan house, vengeful shaman spirits, 
dangerous land otter men, warriors and battles, 
two versions of “The Man Who Killed His Sleep” 
(aka Kaakex’wtí’s story), and more. Although not 
presented in the original meter of the Tlingit nar-
ration (as in Dauenhauer and Dauenhauer’s works, 
above), this is an informative and compelling read, 
perfect for rainy days in the tent.

Syvitski, J. P. M., D. C. Burell, and J. M. Skei. 
1987. Fjords: Processes and Products.

 � Springer Verlag, New York, 379 pp.
 � An excellent summary to the science of 

fjords with an emphasis on sedimentation and 
physical oceanography. Though somewhat dated, 
the book’s fundamentals still apply, and the intro-
ductory material is accessible to anyone.

Tarr R. S. and L. Martin. 1912. The earthquake at 
Yakutat Bay, Alaska, in September, 1899.

 � U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 69, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, 135 pp.

 � A detailed analysis of the magnitude 8.6 
earthquake that shattered the terminus of the 
Muir Glacier, which they discuss at length.

Thornton, T. F. 1999. Tleikwaaní, the “berried” 
landscape: The structure of Tlingit edible fruit 
resources at Glacier Bay, Alaska.

 � Journal of Ethnobiology, vol. 19, pp. 27-48.
 � Discusses berry patch ownership, harvesting 

practices, and continued subsistence activity 
within the park. Thornton briefly mentions the 
historical importance of slave labor for producing 
excess berry harvests subsequently traded with 
other tribes.

Thornton, T. F. 2008. Being and Place Among the 
Tlingit.

 � University of Washington Press, Seattle, 247 
pp.

 � A super-cool exploration of Tlingit names, 
unpacking them to explore their hidden cul-
tural, historical, and mythological meanings. In 
Tlingit, every name references notable events or 
cultural activity. Glacier Bay figures prominently 
in the text. The style of writing is academic but 
accessible without needing a Ph.D. in toponymy. 
Thomas Thornton summarizes and analyzes the 
stories of Kaasteen, Kaakex’wtí, Rat Cliffs, etc. 
Highly recommended.

Thornton, T. F. 2014. A tale of three parks: Tlingit 
conservation, representation, and repatriation in 
Southeastern Alaska’s national parks.

 � In Indigenous Peoples, National Parks and 
Protected Areas: A New Paradigm Linking Con-
servation, Culture and Rights edited by S. Stevens 
University of Arizona Press, pp. 108-129.

 � A scathing analysis of exclusionary prac-
tices by Glacier Bay and other national parks. 
Depressing but necessary.

Thornton, T. F. 2017. Coastal lakes and lagoons as 
dynamic sites of exchange among the Tlingit of 
Alaska.

 � Maritime Studies, vol. 16.
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 � Argues that lagoons and lakes held a special 
place in historical Tlingit culture and that mod-
ern-day managers of the littoral zone could learn 
from their sustainable practices.

U.S. Department of the Interior. 1893. Population 
and Resources of Alaska at the Eleventh Census 
1890.

 � Government Printing Office, Washington, 
282 pp.

 � Contains a contribution by Eliza Scid-
more (separately referenced above) and Miner 
Bruce. There’s also a note on page 73 that the 
U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey mistranslated 
Marmot Island; it should have been Ground 
Squirrel Island.

 � Considering the source, this is a surprisingly 
interesting document with lots of history. For 
example, page xi notes that all “natives” born 
prior to the U.S. acquisition of Alaska “have 
been counted as foreign born natives of Russia 
America, a distinction made necessary in view of 
possible future misunderstanding as to the right 
of such individuals to all the privileges of United 
States citizenship.” In other words, the Tlingit 
and other indigenous Alaskans would not share 
the rights of white citizens. This blatant exclusion 
was after the civil war, a sad statement of lessons 
unlearned.

US Department of the Interior. 2003. Record of 
Decision (ROD) for Vessel Quotas and Operating 
Requirements in Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve.

 � National Park Service, unpublished docu-
ment. Available from administrative staff at Gla-
cier Bay. 21 pp.

 � Ever wonder how they settled upon the 
number of vessels allowed to chug through Gla-
cier Bay? Here’s the answer.

U.S. Geological Survey. 2017. Critical mineral 
resources of the United States—Economic and envi-
ronmental geology and prospects for future supply.

 � Edited by K. J. Schulz, J. H. DeYoung, Jr., 
R. R. Seal II, and D. C. Bradley

 � U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 
1802, 797 pp.

 � Glacier Bay contains a depressing number 
of these rare, scarce, and strategically invaluable 
minerals, notably antimony on Mount Brock 
above the upper end of Muir Inlet. Many of 
these critical minerals align themselves with 
nickel and copper of which there are significant 
deposits on nunataks of the Brady Glacier. Ryan 
Zinke, the former Secretary of the Department 
of the Interior that wrote the forward for this 
study, demonstrated his willingness to shrink 
national monuments to encourage mining when 
he axed large parts of Escalante and Bears Ears. 
The precedent makes many people nervous about 
the future of mineral-rich parks like Glacier Bay.

U.S. Geological Survey. 2018. United States Board 
on Geographic Names.

 � https://geonames.usgs.gov as accessed in 
2018.

 � Official government search engine for 
names, locations, and when possible, their ori-
gins. Most of this database is a digital update to 
Baker (1902) and Orth (1967).

United States Government. 2018. Code of Federal 
Regulations, 2018.
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 � https://www.govinfo.gov/, U.S. Govern-
ment Publishing Office.

 � These are the rules. Sit up straight, stiffen 
your spine, throw back the shoulders, tuck in the 
tummy. Resistance is futile.

United States Senate. 1904. Proceedings of the 
Alaskan Boundary Tribunal, Vol. II.

 � Senate Document No. 162, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 550 pp.

 � Buried on pages 474 to 477 of this appendix, 
Chief Engineer Doyle recounts his historic visits 
to Glacier Bay aboard the U.S.R.C. Wayanda in 
1868 and Lincoln in 1869. Interestingly, in their 
negotiations with Canada and Great Britain, 
the US laid claims to Southeast Alaska by doc-
umenting their many government activities in 
the area (for example the early surveys of the 
Wayanda). The Tlingit tried more-or-less the 
same argument many years later, notably in 
interviews conducted by Goldschmidt and Haas 
(1998).

Van Wychen, W., L. Copland, H. Jiskoot, L. Gray, 
M. Sharp, and D. Burgess. 2018. Surface Veloc-
ities of Glaciers in Western Canada from Speck-
le-Tracking of ALOS PALSAR and RADARSAT-2 
data.

 � Canadian Journal of Remote Sensing, vol. 44, 
pp. 57-66.

 � Using satellite data, the authors find that the 
velocity of the ice near the terminus of the Johns 
Hopkins is moving at a phenomenal seven feet 
or so per day. The Margerie moves that quickly 
higher up on the steep flanks of Mount Quincy 
Adams, but the terminus velocity is a more 
modest three feet or so per day.

Venn, G. 2005. Soldier to Advocate: C. E. S. Wood’s 
1877 Diary of Alaska and the Nez Perce Conflict.

 � Oregon Historical Quarterly, vol. 106, pp. 
34-75.

 � Wood’s diary says little, but this account 
places the original Euro-American explorer of 
Glacier Bay in historical context. His primary 
contribution to the world was not finding Gla-
cier Bay but instead his role in the Nez Perce 
war.

Washburn, B. 2001. An Accidental Adventurer: 
Memoirs of the First Woman to Climb Mount 
McKinley.

 � Epicenter Press, Fairbanks, 192 pp.
 � An autobiographical account of Barbara 

Washburn’s life and climbs, including her 1940 
first ascent of Mount Bertha, the wickedly dif-
ficult summit visible from parts of the Lower 
Bay. Among other gems, there’s a photograph of 
Washburn driving a dog sled across the Brady 
Glacier on her way to Bertha, and the back 
cover has a photograph of Barbara and her hus-
band Bradford on the summit of Mount Bertha 
holding a National Geographic Society flag.

A Western Amateur. 1889. The Silent City—the 
Mirage of the Muir Glacier in Alaska.

 � The Photographic Times and American Pho-
tographer, W. I. Lincoln Adams, editor, vol 19, 
pp. 531-532.

 � One of many discussions of “The Silent 
City” in volume 19 of this journal. Other 
accounts are on pages, 371, 510, 512, 521-524, 
529, 538, and 616. Some of the briefs have no 
acknowledged author or a pseudonym like “A 
Western Amateur” as in this story.
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Wieczorek, G. F., E. L.Geist, M. Jakob, S. L. Zirn-
held, E. Boyce, R. J. Motyka, and P. Burns. 2007. 
Landslide induced wave hazard assessment—Tidal 
inlet, Glacier Bay National Park, Alaska.

 � In J. F. Piatt and S. M. Gende, eds., Proceed-
ings of the Fourth Glacier Bay Science Symposium, 
October 26–28, 2004: U.S. Geological Survey 
Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5047, pp. 
165-167.

 � You know those scary predictions about the 
Tidal Inlet landslide? The one that could produce 
a massive ship-smashing megatsunami? This is 
one of those papers. After this, read Geist and 
others (2003) to cement your fear.

Willard, E. S. 1884. Life in Alaska.
 � Westcott & Thompson, Philadelphia, 384 

pp.
 � Although peripheral to the story of Glacier 

Bay, Mrs. Eugene S. Willard (aka Caroline Wil-
lard) writes of the Presbyterian missions in South-
east Alaska, one of the primary drivers of U.S. 
colonial expansion that so completely changed 
the lives of Glacier Bay’s Huna (other significant 
influences being trappers, miners, the military, 
and Muir-inspired tourists). This is noteworthy 
as the first publication by a woman who was an 
actual resident of Alaska. In contrast, Julia Wright 
wrote her interesting 1883 Presbyterian history 
without ever setting foot in Alaska.

Wood, C. E. S. 1882. Among the Thlinkits in Alaska.
 � The Century Magazine, vol. 24(3), pp. 323-

339.
 � Lieutenant Charles Wood’s personal 

account of his 1877 canoe travels from Sitka 
to the far end of Glacier Bay. The account has 
humor and many fascinating tidbits, including 

a description of a blue bear and a Tlingit 
“Hoochinoo still” with the coils creatively con-
structed from the long hollow tubes of bull kelp. 
Although Muir gets most of the credit, Wood 
was the first American white man to explore fur-
ther than the Beardslee Islands. Perhaps most 
interestingly, Wood depicts a vibrant Huna 
Tlingit culture throughout Glacier Bay but rarely 
turns his attention to the stunning landscape. 
In many respects this is the opposite of John 
Muir’s eloquent portrayals of an unadulterated 
wilderness recently borne from the ice. The truth 
lies in between, stretched by each author to high-
light the aspects most important to their world 
view. For Charles Wood this world view was 
undoubtedly the Tlingit people. His interest in 
indigenous cultures began while fighting in the 
Nez Perce War. He eventually befriended Chief 
Joseph of the Nez Perce and later became an 
advocate for Native Americans.

Woodman, A. J. 1889. Picturesque Alaska.
 � Houghton, Mifflin, and Company, Cam-

bridge. 212 pp.
 � Yet another travelogue of the standard 

Pacific Coast Steamship Company’s Inside Pas-
sage tour. Abbey Woodman seems much less 
impressed with the Muir Glacier than most of 
her contemporaries, giving it relatively little of 
her attention. She traveled aboard the SS George 
W. Elder under the care of Captain Hunter, one of 
the rarer accounts that doesn’t include the more 
sought-after Captain Carroll.

Wright, E. W. 1895. Lewis & Dryden’s Marine His-
tory of the Pacific Northwest.

 � The Lewis & Dryden Printing Company, 
Portland, 494 pp.
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 � This thorough history includes information 
about Captain Carroll and the opium drug bust 
of the Idaho under his command. The dense text 
also discusses other activities and ship informa-
tion for the Pacific Coast Steamship Company.

Wright, G. F. 1887. The Muir Glacier.
 � American Journal of Science, vol. 33, pp. 1-17.
 � A summary of the geologist’s 29-day 1886 

visit to Glacier Bay. Among many interesting 
observations, he measured the Muir Glacier’s 
speed (later discounted by Harry Fielding Reid 
as wildly inaccurate), made the first known obser-
vations of ice worms anywhere in the world, and 
mentions his travels partway up the West Arm, a 
rarity at that time due to iceberg hazards.

Wright, G. F. 1889. The Muir Glacier Alaska.
 � Society of Alaskan Natural History and Eth-

nology, Bulletin No. 2, pp. 3-22.
 � The same as Wright’s 1886 publication but 

“with some additions for the benefit of tourists.”

Wright, J. M. 1883. Among the Alaskans.
 � Westcott & Thomson, Philadelphia, 351 pp.
 � Compared to all the other literature of the 

period, this offers a remarkably different view, 
focused exclusively on the history, glorification, 
and exaggerated influence of Presbyterian mis-
sions in Southeast Alaska. As such, Glacier Bay 
gets no mention and is curiously absent from 
the provided map, but the book discusses and 
fleshes out a different side of many Glacier Bay 
luminaries. The Reverend Samuel Hall Young fea-
tures prominently, as does his wife née Fannie 
Kellogg who founded and ran a school in Sitka 
before marrying (the school, co-founded with 
subsequent Governor John Brady, eventually 

became the long-running Sheldon Jackson Col-
lege, defunct as of 2007). The narrative presents 
Toyatte from a different angle, and Beardslee 
briefly appears. The Wachusett steams about, 
Brady abruptly retires from his mission, and 
Muir’s “Divines” (intended disparagingly by 
Muir) feature prominently, with Sheldon Jackson 
chief among these missionaries (e.g., Young, 1915; 
Muir, 1915).

 � Curiously, Julia McNair Wright wrote this 
without ever visiting Alaska, and lacking personal 
experience, she parrots all the usual missionary 
tropes about indigenous cultures. Although a 
popular writer in her own right, for this book 
she was Sheldon Jackson’s shill and borrowed 
from his works and knowledge extensively. This 
explains the rather curious absence of John Muir 
in her accounts. She certainly knew of Muir and 
mentions him once in passing, but Jackson felt 
significant disdain for “that wild John.” Sheldon, 
and by extension Wright, deemed him a bad 
influence on Young (e.g., Young, 1915) and irrel-
evant to the church mission. As such, Wright 
completely writes Muir out of his own history 
when noting that on October 5, 1879 “Rev. S. 
H. Young, with four Indians, makes a canoe-trip 
among the tribes north to the Chilcats.” Appar-
ently, Muir was invisible in that canoe.

Young, C., S. M. Gende, and J. T. Harvey. 2014. 
Effects of vessels on harbor seals in Glacier Bay 
National Park.

 � Tourism in Marine Environments, vol. 10, 
pp. 5-20.

 � Only 22% of vessels comply with the harbor 
seal minimum approach distance in Johns Hop-
kins Inlet. Basically, we all suck, but cruise ships 
entering Johns Hopkins Inlet in September are 
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particularly bad about violations. “Eighty-six 
percent (19/22) of cruise ships, 79% (33/42) of 
tour vessels, 68% (15/22) of private vessels, and 
47% (8/17) of kayak groups flushed at least one 
seal during their entry into JHI.” The connection 
between disturbances and harbor seal populations 
remains unclear, but given their massive decline 
in recent years, we should err on the side of cau-
tion and give these animals space.

Young, S. H. 1915. Alaska Days with John Muir.
 � Fleming H Revell Company, New York, 

226 pp.
 � One of my favorite historical accounts of 

Alaska, with many fun tidbits, like Muir and 
Young’s inadvertent role in the founding of 
Juneau and a harrowing mountaintop rescue. 
Young’s sometimes exaggerated and overtly reli-
gious writing nevertheless conveys the mysteries 
and excitement of Southeast Alaska in the 1800’s. 
In many respects, his eloquent depiction of Muir 

reveals more of the famous environmentalist’s 
personality than Muir’s first-person narratives. 
Incidentally, the shaggy dog Stickeen (see Muir, 
1909) belonged to Young’s wife Fannie, and he 
tells some of the same story as Muir. But, as an 
adoring owner of the pup, Young writes that “he 
was the handsomest dog I have ever known,” a 
smiling rebuke to Muir’s less than flattering por-
trayal of the comely cur. If you have both books, 
first read Muir’s Stickeen to avoid spoilers.

Young, S. H. 1927. Hall Young of Alaska, “The 
Mushing Parson”.

 � Fleming H, Revell and Company, New 
York, 448 pp.

 � This autobiographical account contains a 
treasure trove of historical facts from a man who 
spent decades in Alaska at the turn of the century. 
Young includes Glacier Bay, but for a more rele-
vant read, consider his more approachable work, 
Alaska Days with John Muir.


